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tituled, A ſolemn Humiliation for the Murder of 
King Charles 1. With ſome Remarks of thoſe popular 
Miſtakes concerning Popery, Zeal, and the Extent 
of SubjeRion, which had fatal Influences in thoſe 
Wars. 


IV. A Sermon at the Rolls on the 29th of May ; Inti- 
tuled, A ſhort View of the moſt Gracious Providence 
of God in the Reſtauration and Succeffion. 


V. A Sermon on Shrove-Tweſday, at the Feaſt of the 
Natives of Hampſhire. 
VI. A Sermon at the Funeral of Sir Joh: Norton, Baronet. 
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PSAL. 119, v. 67. 


Before 1 was afflifted I went aſtray ; but now have 
I kept thy word. | 


8 HE Lot or Diſtribution of 
Afﬀiidtions , elpecially on the 
Good and Wiſe, which by ma- 
ny of the Heathens was urged 
as a grand argument againſt Pro- 
vidence, and which ſerv'd to 
countenance either their total denyal of it, or 
their Murmurings againſt it, is now amongft 
us Chriſtians made the great conformation, as of 
its Exiſtence, (o of its fuſtice and Goodneſs too ; YN 
ſince our Holy Goſp-l has afſur'd us, that ſuf- vi 
fering for righteouſneſs ſake Martyrdom, and . 
the /candal of the Croſs, are promigs'd, and * gra- * pit x. 
cioufly appointed tor the priviledge, triumph, and ** 
glory of the Heroical Chriſtian. And albeit thoſe 
ſeverer ble Jings, which were ſo proper for the 
Infancy of the Church, requiring a moſt ſtrict 
7 Diſciple, and glorious Examples for a ſtanding 
'Ruls and Encouragement to Poſterity . and which 
were 


* Luke 14. 
27. 


* Rom. 8, 
29. 


Ws 


were ſo remarkably verify'd in the immedi- 


ate perſecutions of the Apoſtles, and the ſuc- 
ceeding Centuries of Martyrs : I ſay, albeit 
thoſe more rigorous mercies ſeernd now to have 
expir'd in thele our days, ſince our Emperours 
are become Chriftian, and our Kings nurſmg 
Fathers , ſince Credit and Security are the orna- 


ment and guard of Piety, Afﬀiuence and Honeurs 
the National rewards of /irtue and Religion ; yer 


| notwithſtanding all theſe ſmooth Appearances, 


theſe hopes and flatterics of a new Paradiſe, 
and a Triumphant Church, the Goſpel muſt 
be fulfll'd, and * whoſoever beareth not his 
Croſs, cannot be a true Diſciple, a true follower of 
Chriſt. but every perſon who has enter'd him- 


« ſelf into the Covenant of ſufferings, muft with 


all humble reſignation wait, and with pati- 
ence undergo his * predeFtmation to Afjſichons, 
Now the reaſon and juſtice of this proceeding 


_ with wiſe and virtwous men, has continually 


rorturd the enquiries of the Learned through 
all times and Sets, although with very diffe- 
rent events ;-rendring the Epicurean careleſs and 
independant on Providence, the Stoic ſententi- 
ous and witty, but the true Chriſtian wiſe and 
bumble, who conſiders that the beſt man on 
earth is fill a grievous fanner, and highly de- 


ſerving 


7% 


ſerving the ſevereft Temporal 4ffiitions ; thar 
according to the Law of rational nature, the wic- 

ked are in a great meaſure, withour the im- 
mediate interpoſals of Omxipotence, permitted 

the freedom of their wills, a dominion over 

their ordinary aftions, and conſequently the mo- 
leftation of others, who, with a pious confi- 
dence, expects a mighty recompence in the 

next world, at the revelation of righteous judg- 
ment, who glories to follow the * Captain of \ 
his Salvation, made perfef# and conſecrated 
through ſufferings, and rejoyces with St. Paul 

ro compleat and * fill up in his fleſh the re- *Col-1-24 
 mainders and relicks of Chriſts ſufferings, as if 
every Chriſtian were to be in ſome meaſure 

even crucify'd for himſelf. 

Theſe are ſome of thoſe moſt powerful con- 
ſiderations which may ſufficiently evince the ay 
j#itice and the neceſſity of our Afflittions , but the (! 
Royal Pſalmiſt in my Text preſents us with a 
a furcher argument, even of their goodneſs too, 
in relation to thoſe manifold advantages which 
chey bring to Religion. And that, 

I. As they reſpect every Individual, and 

may be called Perſonal Afﬀiftions. 

II. As they reſpect a Church and Nation, 

and may be called Publick Calamities. 
B 2 And 
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either the Wicked or the Righteous, being often 
found the beſt expedients to convert the one from 
their vicious Habits, ro confirm and. improve 
the other in their courſe of Piety. | 

And firſt, Afftiftions are often found the beſt 
Expedients co convert the wicked from their yi 

cious Habits. "27 
* Porphy- _ Ic is- reported of * Pythagoras, that he: could 
' Pychag, tame wild beaſts with the. Morality of his pre- 
ſence, and ſuſpend their: natural horror with a 
Precept: but the commanding part of the 
world has long fince loſt this ſecret of Re- 
ſtraint, even in more proportionate objects : 
every bold ſinner is become more Magical in 
his conſtitution, than that hardned German Sen- 
nertus writes of ; his obſtinacy has ſteeF'd his ve- 
ry infirmities into Armour ; ſo that the ſharp- 
eſt reproofs men dart at him, either reflef}, or 
drop ſhort, like a charm'd Bullet : if their Inve- 
(tives are poignant and ſevere, he ſets himſelf 
on his guard, and holds thole {ins the cloſer a- 
bout him, with which he is cover'd as with a 
garment ; if their inſinuations are gentle, mild, 
and beſeeching, they fall like the Dew on the 
Rocks, which onely ſerves to nouriſh thoſe 
Serpents that inhabit them, for he makes their 
indear - 
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gathers (ourtſhip from their-phraſe:© Grantthar 
he hears them * gladly for the ndwneſs of: theis * mark 6. 
Topic, or becomes * almoſt a Chriſtian by the + aa; 2s. 
terrour: of their Eloquence;. yet will his next ** 
diſorder (ſo icatrer thoſe diſcourſes, that they 
uſually prove no more; beneficial to him, than 
the quick moments of Lightning to a. Traveller 
in the night, who before. he.advances:one ſtep 
forvrard, has loſt his diredon, and is only more 
amazedly relaps'd into his former darRneſs... 

- And how can it naturally be otherwiſe, when 
the whole (yſtem of his thoughts and «nclimations, 
the great bent of his nature ftands tontradiffory 
to Religion.? how can. perſwaſions-work on a 
petrifyd heart, or the * fooliſhneſs of preaching re- * 1 cor. :. 
form. the chair of the ſcornful? his daily volup- © 
tuouſneſs corrupts his natural: Conſcience, extin- | 
guiſhes his firſt Prmciples,and afterwards draws \N 
a thick vail before his underſtanding : for whilſt 
his eyes are careſs'd with the viſits and inter- 
views of beauty and dreſs, his Tympanum dancing 
to the ſoft Vibrations, the delicate Modula- 
tions of Harmony ; whilſt his Tongue and Pa- 
late, with their exquiſite Membranes, lye 
bath'd in all the variety of Luxury, and a ſtu- 
died Epicyzilm; his Smell incensd with the 
| coltly 


rl 


coſtly ſacrifice-of Odours , every. return of 
breath bringing with it the Treaſures of Ara- 


- bia * whilſt, 1 ſay, the buſie Machin is in this 


Tumulr of ſenſual &xtaſie, this Tyranny of de- 
light, how - defars, how negleQed muſt the 
Cells of Reaſon {ye.? In. this Riot of the Sen- 
ſes, how ſhall he artend-to the ſtill voice of 
Judgment - and Conſcience? Or how ſhall he 
perceive. the little ſpiritual appulſes 'of reflettive 
thoughts? . pa: | | 
Such., Methods are for the Ingenious and the 
Tractable, the humble and the relenting Sin- 
ner; but when either the powers of the Soul 
lye diflolved in Proſperity, or (ontumacy has 
skinn'd the Tumour, then can no other diſ- 
cipline prove effeual, than that which ſa- 


© crifices unto health, that which ftabs the Im- 


poſthume. Accordingly the Royal Plalmiſt, 


having ſeriouſly conſidered the blaſphemies of 


the wicked, intreats the Lord to take their 
Reformation into his own bands, to ariſe with 
{udden vengeance, and * maintain his own 
cauſe.” An eminent example of this proceeding, 
we may read in the Converſion of St. Paml, 
Atts the ninth, who, whilſt he was raging 
throughout all the Synagogues of Damaſcus, 
and breathing out ſlaughters againſt=the Dilci- 
ples 


[7] 


ples of onr Lord; was ftrack :donin ihto- an 
Apoſtle by a voice from Heaven ;'.had his ma- 
lice purged away, by the Lightmingchar thong 
round him ; and from his blindnefs, recover'd 
a moſt glorious Ilumimation :for:as ſoon as his 
feales had dropt from his eyes, he from thence- 
forth beheld nothing but Chriſt, - and him cru- 
cified, 12037 $00 1--__ Wo 
And although we cannot promiſe that the 
Lord will appeay to every deſperate ſinner-in 
fuch a Miracle, ſuch a mercy of conſuming fire:; 
yet doubtleſs, beforethie full meaſure ofi their 
iniquity 1s compleated, there are never want- 
ing to the wicked ſome {ſuch ſeafons of Af: 
tons, as may create in. them ſerious thoughts, 
and furniſh their minds with a true judginent 
of things ; Jand they are neyer permitted: to 
* ſleep on till the whole Agony of Divine:goddieſs 
is OVEr. 95 
How conſpicuous was this method in the 
Antient Excommunications ? when the ſinners 
were not only excluded from the Service and 
Sacraments of the Church, bur were delivered 
over to the buffermgs of Satan, ro fickneſles and 
rorments of Mind, to terrifying Dreams and 
horrid Itluſtons : thefe were the ſeverities char 
reduced them to a captivity of thought, to pover- 


Ys 


* Matth. 
26, 45» 


* Luke 
19, I've 


[5 ] 


ty. of ſpiric,'to their whole years of —_— 
and to.the humbling of themſelves through 
all the; degrees:of Penance. LIE 
' The 0bftmate and the ſenſual muſt have the 
Law again delivered to them in darkneſs, ( louds, 
and dreadful Thunders; and when the terrours 
of the Lord ſhall have open'd their ears to aiſ- 
cipline, and ſer ſcourges over their hearts, then 
maythe ſtanding Miniſtry take effec, and the 
arts. of perſwaſion enter; for fo we have read of 
a-deaf perſon, who as eaſily perceived the 
lealt whiſper of a voice whilſt a drum has beaten 
atihis ear.. :- oo | 

That * rich man in the Goſpel ( as we may 
probably gueſs from his delicious fare) ſcarce 
ever:bnce-thought of Heaven, «ill he lifted up 
his/eyes in Hell ; - whereas, if he had received 
butia-{mall portion of thoſe Torments in his life- 
time, he might from hence have taken a ſurer 
proſpeft of Heaven through a le/s Chaſm, and 
have diſcovered a'place for himſelf in Abra- 
ham's boſome, | 

[Thoſe young Courtiers of Abdera, who went 
diſtracted from the Andromeda of Enripides, ran 
raving abourthe Town a whole Summer, A&- 
ing and reciting in every corner of the Streets, 
with all the Rabies of the Play in their mouths; 

' BY * 200 and 


9] 


and notwithſtanding there were made ſeveral 
applications for their Recovery, continued on 
their frantick ollity, till the following Winter 


ſRarved their Poetick Fury, and cool'd chem 


into Common dven/e. 

A Bed of Sickneſs may reform that man, 
whom the Law, the Prophets, the Goſpel, nay, 
and one riſen from the dead, would never have 
reclaimed : for, when having danced through 
various Scenes of falſe pleaſure, and wild mirth, 
and drawing near to the laſt Att of that Fable, 
Life, his Diſtemper ſhall then chance to give 
him the dreaded leiſure of his thoughts, how 
quickly will the Goſpel break in upon his re- 
tirement, and er all its contempts, all its pro- 
phanations in array before him ? how will his 
ObjeGions againſt Revelation * then melt away, 
like the (anaanites before Joſhua ; and his 
ſtrong Scepticiſm grow ſickly, and conſume 
at the victorious appearance of Truth? how 
different will his Imaginations then be, from 
thoſe that were the entertainment of his hot- 
ter bravery, when his Conſtitution was Athle- 
tick, and his Blood in all its boaſt and pride, 
when his vital Sulphur was ſtrong, and his 
Pulſe beat high within him; when in his 
proſperity he ſaid, That Yirtye was a path 

C 


coc 


* Pjal.1 39. 
v.26, UI. 


_ 


too narrow for the Generous, onely a beaten 
way for the loaded Aſs; that Deliberation was 
the cowardice of thought, Vice the exuberancy 
of Parts, and Prety the wiſdom of the Spleen ? 
But lo, now the long-refiſted notion of aDeity 
breaks out and Kkindles upon him, it even 
haunts and perſecutes his reficctions ; *tis 
about his paths and about his bed, and ſpies 
out all his ways: If his thoughts can al- 
cendinto Heaven, it is there; it they go down 
into Hell, it is there alſo, if they rake the 
Wings of the Morning, and remain in the 
uttermoſlt parts of the Sea, even there they 
{hall perceive the terrible works of the Lord, 
and his Worders in the Deep, it peradven- 
ture Darkneſs covers him, yet behoJd, the 
Lord comes riding on that Cloud, and then 
even that Darkneſs will be day : now will 
his long-abuſed Soul grow Conſcious of her 
own Immortality, and his Mind (ſwell with in- 
ward Argument ; "twill be no more accoun- 
ted a Vaporr im the Noſtrils, or a lutle ſþark 
in the moving of the heart, bur an eternal 
fubje& of Glory or Confufion : now let him 
rell me, it he can, how raviſhing the Pſalms 
of David are, beyond the Odes of Pindar, or 
the Lunacy of Lucretius; how venerable a 


plain 


[1] 
plain Homily appears, how full of Sacred 
Apothegm , how each Paragraph contains 
{omewhar Infinite and Inmen/e, and a Canaan 
diſtils from every Text ! | 

Wherefore if now, even in this bis day, he 
will be obedient to the vaſt intuſtons of his 
Converfion 3 it he will conſtantly maintain 
the great Current of Repentance in its pro- 

er Channel, and with all Sincerity live up to 
the vows of his Sickneſs, then may he be ads 
vanced into my Second part, and be numbred a- 
mong lt the Righteous, where Affiiftions are lure 
to meet him again, though with another face , 
for as they are often found the beſt expedients 
to convert the obſtinate from their vicious ha- 
bits, So, 

Secondly, They do confirm and heighten 
the Righteous in their courſe of Piety. 

He that conſiders the ſlow progreſs of vertu- 
ous Habits, the conſtant ſo]licitations of the 
World without him, the continual Treacheries 
of his own Nature within, the ſecret and ma- 
licjous Infinuations of all the Powers of Dark- 
neſSthat are round him, will readily confeſs, 
T hat the frequent and moſt inſtant admoniſh- 
ments of Affiittions, ar< the beſt Guards againſt 
Vice, the ſureit ſtrong Hold againſt all thoſe 


C2 Enemzes; 


* | lat. 2. 
Repub. 
"O Alxg- P 
© was 
- ſoot, 
&c. 


- Ty 

Enemies , and that the Implacable Canaanite onely 

defends that Land, that Jjrael againſt which he 
hts. 

We find this ſtate of Aftictions almoſt every 
where recommended by the wiſer Heathens , 
which did not proceed from any Oftentation 
of Wir, was not any Rant ot Stoiciſm, bur 
the reiult and ſobriety of their beſt Reaſoning , 
and {prang from the cooler Counſels of Philos 
ſophy; conlonant to which, we meer with a 
moſt remarkable {ſentence of Plato, in his *Re- 
ublicks, whereby you would imagine that 
he prophetically deſcrib'd one of our Primitive 
Martyrs; where he lays, That to approve a man 
keartily righteous be muſt be [courged, tortured, bound, 
have both his eyes burnt out , and in the cloſe, having 
[uffered all evils, muſt be Impal'd or Crucify'd. 

Neither was it the affectation of the retir'd, or 
a melancholy Doctrine of the Cell, but grew 
a Maxime even amidlt the /oftnefſes of Courts, 
and gained the Suffrage of the Noble too: Let 
one inſtance out of many ſuffice, and that of 
Philip King of Macedon, concerning whom 
prophane Hiſtory relates, that having in one 
day ſucceeded in three notable Enterprizes, 
he immediately implored the gods, that they 
would be lo propitious to him, as to expiate 
that 


C297 3, 
that immoderate proſperity with ſome mi/- 
fortune, and temper it into a draught fit for 
Mortality. | 

Moreover, what is more remarkable, *twas 
chiefly from this State, that moſt of their emi- 
nent Heroes were Canoniz'd; for, after they 
had been broken and diſſipated here on earth 
by vaſt Calamities, then were they plac'd a- 
monegſt the Stars, and their mighty Souls col- 
lefted into their aſſigned Orbs. | 

Even the ancient Patriarchs ( who lived be- 
fore the Moſaic Inſtitution ) paſled away their 
numerous years In Sorrows and Pilgrimages, migh- 
ty Judgments, or Zgyptian ſlavery : And abour 
thoſe times ( according to the beſt conje- 
tures of Eccleſiaſtical Authors ) the righteous 
Job flouriſhed in his Afitdions, and now re- 
mains to all poſterity, a tupendious example 
of Religion and Miſery. 

Beſides, in the eſtabliſh'd cxconomy of the 
Jewiſh State, ( which though it vvas ſo full 
and pregnant of the happineſs of this World, 
that its Political appearance vvas nothing but 
the promiſe of a Temporal proſperity) yer 
vve find, that for the moſt part, amongſt the 
Jews, their ſtouteſt Leaders, beſt Kings, and no- 
bleſt Prophets, were moſt ſeverely treated vvith 


Croſſes and ſharp Affliftions. And 


[ 14 ] 


And now, it the conſtancy, equanimity, 
andall the gallant worth of the beſt of Hea- 
thens, the Righteouſneſs of the antient Patri- 
archs, the Valour, Wildom, and Integrity of 
the more renowned Jews, have been ſigna- 
liz'd and made conſpicuous chiefly by their 
Afiittions , lurely (briſtianity, which has plac'd 
Immortality in a fuller light, which has let an ex- 
ceeding glory before us to animate our Contenti- 
ons in Tribulation, and has given us an infa]li- 
ble aflurance of that aſtoniſhment of Men and 
Angels, a Crucify'd God; oughtin all natural 
realon te be prcductive of infinitely more i- 
lutrious Effefts under its ſeverer diſpenſation: e- 
{pecially it we conſider, that there is not a 
Yertue propoled to our Imitation through the 
whole life of our Saviour, which has not for its 
appendage that which the Animal man calls 
Miſery, although it proves, in the event, the 
onely winging of the Soul, the higheſt exal- 
tation of Humane Nature, which had never been 
honoured with the {nn of God, if it had not 
been in order to [ufeer. 

But yer Chriſtianity would be a ſtrange irra- 
tional Doctrine, and as eagerly derided as the 
Stoical Apathy, if from its Principles and Du- 
ties we ſhould endeavour to perlwade men 
that 


Lo] 


that in Af7iFions and Mileries there was a ſen- 
ſitive pleaſure , or at leaſt no jenfitive regret : 
Virtue and Piety do not charm us into a Le- 
thargy, do not le(Ten the Impreſſions of Pain, 
or the reſentments of Injuries, they rather'im- 

rove them, by how much the Temperate and 
the Intelleftual are more keen and exquiſite in 
all their perceptions, than the Senjual and De- 
bauched; ſo that the true Chriſtian is alto- 

ether as ſenſible and as conſcious of the 
Wounds and Indignictes ottered to his Nature, as 
the Volupruous and the Revengetu] , bur he 
bears them with al entire ſubmiſſion to the 
Providence, Correction, or Tryal of his Heavenly 
Father, not onely without Murmurings, bur 
with Joy, * exceeding Joy, by reaſon of that 


Proſpect that is ſtill before him ; a Proſpect, * 


which ſhew's the duration of Milery ſhort and 
vaniſhing, the Recompence of it immeaſurably 
rreat and Eternal. Trois was St. Paul's comes 
fort in the midſt of his * perils, fightings, and jeo- 
pardies ; of his ſtripes, priſons, and deaths: when 
he was a Gladiator 1n the world in the behalf of 
Chriſt, a Spectacle and * Theatre to Men and 
Angels. Even our bleſſed Saviour himſelf 
was pleaſed to ſuſtain his ſuffering Humanity 
with the full Confidence and Expectation 


of 


7 2 Cor. 


I 1. 


* 1 Cor. 4. 
fo 


[ "6h 


* neb. 12. of the * Joy that was ſet before him; for then 


he deſpiſed the ſhame, and endured the Croſs, when 
he looked through the darkneſs of his Agony 
and Crucifixion, and beheld his * Glorification 
above Principalities and Powers, his Exalca- 
tion at the right hand of God. 

Afftiftions are thoſe ſtorms that do fix and 
ſtrengthen our Principles, that ſettle and ſecure 
our Fundamentals, that faſten our Religion, not 
on the complacencies of our Afettions, and 
the accidentaldeliciouſnels of a proſperous Piety, 
but on ſtrong reaſon, deep conlideration, and 
an invincible wiſdom in ſþiritual concerns. On 


theſe waves are we daſhed the nearer Heaven, 


till our Hope and our Faith advance into Hy- 
p3Rlaſis, into the * evidence of things not ſeen, 
T hele are the two-edged ſwords, the ſharpneſſes 
that perform the true Anatomy of the ( briſtan, 
that pierce and ſearch to the * dividing of Soul 
and Spirit, joynts and marrow, to the diftinguiſh- 
ing of true Piety from Temper : for many pe- 
cious acts and offices in Religion, do often- 
times proceed more from Conſticution than Pre- 
cept; are not ſo much the certain effects of a 
ſteady Judgment, as the caſual efforts of a 
warm Imagination; as 'tis not ſtrength and 
choice, but weakneſs and infirmity, that makes a 
man 
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man Run, when he ſhould onely Walk, where- 
as, Affliftions prove us invincibly conſtant to 
our Reſolutions, and purſuit makes us cling to 
the Horns of the Altar. 

Beſides, they are Tryals which FHpocrifie 
can never ſtand; they pluck off irs diſeui/e, 
and make ir quir the Stage; they ſhake and 
ruffle the man till chey diſover a true vital 
Devotion from a Mechanick Impulſe , which, 
like the motion of a Paralytick, argues not pro- 
gre/ton, but diſeaſe. 

They give us an exquiſite reliſh of thole 
Hercies we do enjoy , wean our Aﬀedtions 
from the world, prevent our ſurfeits of pro- 
ſperity, and place us in a continual prepara- 
tion for Death: Moreover, what is not 10 
commonly inſiſted on, they enlarge our Ex- 
perience , and give our Faculties a miraculous 
perfettion. For, do but conſider what excel- 
lent diſcourſes are owing to the Pen of the 
Mourners? what Divine * Conſolations we 
have receivd from the damps and horrours 
of a Priſon? what * conſtancy and peace of 
mind from the incirclings of War? Whar 
HMeditation from a Martyrd King ? as if mens 
Under ſtandings had been purgd and refind 
by their Afuitions, and their Faculties vexd 
D into 


* Boern. 


by Lipfius. 


F Hel. 12. 
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into Intuition : as *tis obſerved of the more In- 
tellefual Platoniſts , that by long faſtings, and 
frequent ſeverities, they raiſed themſelves un- 
to thoſe Abſtrattions and pure Ideas , which 
ſome men are not yet Dieted to apprehend : 
whereby they did in a manner reſemble thoſe 
Prophets of old, who receivd their Inſpirations, 
and delivered their Oracles in Tortures. 
perhaps the renowned wiſdom of ancient men 
15not ſo much extracted from long obſervati- 
ons and repeated experiences, as from the Le- 
ures of their Gout and Stone, as from thoſe in- 
rmities which accompany their Age. 

Neither do they give a perfection onely to 
mens natural powers, but more eſpecially an ex- 
traordinary adyancement and ſupereminency to 
their Spiritual ( apacities ; making them * parta- 
kers of Gods Holineſs. It muſt be confelsd, that 
many have very reſolutely undergone great and 
formidable Torments, even death it ſelf, in its 
moſt cruel and vileft circumſtances, out of 
falſe and unworthy Principles, ſuch as Phanatick 
Obſtinacy, National Cuftom, Secular Gallantry,meer 
Sullenneſs and Stupidity, blind and miſguided Zeal, 
and what is more remarkable, even Jeſuitical 
policy : bur theſe ſpurious and equivocal exam- 


ples are ſo palpably diſcerned from thole ex- 


Nay, 


cellent 
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cellent perſons who have ſuffer'd in the behalf of 
the Religion of the Goſpel, with true (hriſtian 
meekneſs and patience, that they need not in the 
leaſt diſturb our preſent argument : for had theſe 
falſe Martyrs that general conſpiration of 
Graces, which Afiftions always produce in the 
truly Righteous? did they manifeſt in their de- 
meanour and converſation that fruit of the Spiric 
ſuram'd up Gal. 5. 22. ix, love, joy, peace long- 
ſuffering, gentleneſs, goodneſs, faith, meekneſfS, and 
temperance? if ſo, they could never have been 
enemics to Civil Government ; they could ne- 
ver have /cornfully reje&ted the humble addre(- 
ſes of holy Confeflours, and good men; have 
wilfully ſtifled the Evidences and convictions 
of Truth; have deſign'd and a&ted barbarities, 
contrary to all natural juſtice, moral goodneſs, 
and heatheniſh civility. No, the affliQed righ- 
teous man has no {uch concerns upon earth; he 
leads a * life hid with Chriſt in God, dwells in * col3. 3. 
the Contemplations of Heaven, is exercis'd in 
pious Raptures, and incompaſsd with the 
Miniſtry of Angels : his earneſt Devotions ga- 
ther vigour and accent from the acuteneſs of his 
pains, from the overwhelmings of an borrible dread , 
whilſt he conſiders and knows, that all his pers 
{ecutions will ariſe into the enlargements of future 


D 2 happineſs, 
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happineſs, and his fiery tryals be purify'd into a glo- 
7) round his head; 

Where would have been the Annals of the 
Heroick? Where would have been victories of 
Faith mention d Hebrews the 11, if it had not 
been for Swords, Tyrannies, wild beaſts, for the 
numerous inyentions of perſecuting malice ? 
Hence have proceeded all thoſe Miracles of 
patience, courage, humility, reſignation ; that inſpi- 
red complacency under Torments, ſuitable to what 
St. ( bryſoſtom Rhetorically writes of the three 
Childrenin the Furnace, 'tvevyorias ir p25 owt- 
Aaveey, that is, they expatiated there with as gay 
a freedom and relaxation of mind, as they 
would, had they been on the plains of Meſopo- 
tamia, or walking in the gardens in the Baſt. 

No Joy like to that of the Righteous under 
the glory of his Tribulations : How dead and 
vapid are all the Blandiſhments of the world 
to him, who is exercisd in ſpiritual Agonies ; in 
the Olympics of the Soul? who when Perſecution 
ceaſes, can yet obtain for himſelf a Crown of 
Martyrdom by tric 4bſtinencies, holy diſcipline, 
and the rigours of ortification? T hat even by 
theſe methods can compleatly conquer and make 
innocent that Triumvirate of Affiiftims, Po- 


wverty; Diſgrace , and Sickneſs, which the world 
hath 


WE 
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hath dreſs'd in ſuch frightfull repreſentations. 


For what reliſh can there be in the abun- 
dance of Riches to one, who has taſted the 


recollections of a Religious Poverty! who can 


be ſedate and divinely buſte amidft the pee- 


viſhneſs of Want, and with Socrates maintain a 
deep and quiet Contemplation, with a Xantippe at 
his ear? who conſiders, how Poverty is a ſtate 
ſo tolerable, that it has been courted and cho- 
ſen by many perſons, before ever any parti- 
cular Providence had pointed out the Ne- 
ceflity, or laid the conſtraint? A ſtate fo com- 
mendable, that 'tis made one of the moſt {o- 


| lemn Vows of thoſe who at any time engage 


themſelves in a Religious Order , that it was al- 
ways recommended by men who were beſt able 
to give a true judgment of things, and had de- 
dicated their lives to Wiſdom and Philoſo- 
phy. Burt above al}, that 'tis {ſan&ifi'd and 
made Evangelical, by the Hiſtory and Example of 
our Bleſſed Saviour, who has not ſpoken a 
much harſherthing in his whole Goſpel,than what 
relates to a confidence in riches and great abun- 
dance, allowing onely a * bare poibility, a pol- 
ſibility with God, with whom all things are poſſt- 
ble, for the refuge and ſalvation of the wealthy : 
as it were, not receiving them within the ord:- 
nary 


* Matth.. 
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nary extenſions of his love and tenderneſs, bur 
referring them to the omnipotence, and laſt reach 
of his mercy. 

What are the acclamations of Fame, or the 
obloquies of Scorn to him, who. conſiders 
how mtoxicating a great Reputation is, how 
aptto raiſe Tumours in the imaginations of the 
beſt of men, and to tinAure their reflexions 
with pride and vain complacency ? who calls. 
to mind, that there is not uſually a more pre- 
carious thing on earth, than he who has been ' 
nurſed up with flatteries and applauſes, who 
has liv'd upon publick breath, and been the del 
of the admiring multitude ; that ſuch an one is 
the Creature of every Hyperbole , that he may 
be transform'd and faſhion'd by every modiſh 
Epithite, and complemented into all the abſur- 
dities of opinion and ation: who ſadly refle&ts 
how the voluptuous and plauſible,with Herod 
in the * 4s are often panegyric'd to Death and 
Hell, by the oficious Blaſþbemies of the Rabble : 
who conſiders that an abuſed Reputation does 
often break more illuſtriouſly through a cloud 
of Infamy; and let whatever happen, yer a 
Blot on his name here, may give it a fairer Cha- 
rater in the fight of Angels, and make it more 
legible in the Book of Life. +23 
Laſtly, 
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Laſtly, it muſt be confeſs'd, that Health is 
an ineſtimable Bleſſing ; that it was the chief- 
eſt of all Temporal Promiſes in the Old Teſtament, 
without which no other could have been enjoys 
ed. But yet if we conſider what nouriſhment 
and fewel it often adminiſtersto the groſſeſt ſen- 
walities, what dangerous temptations lie in the 
boſome of the healthful continually preſſing for 
admiffion, and how greedily they are many 
times entertained by thoſe who are ſtrong to 
undergo the labours of iniquity; we ſhall be apt 
to acknowledge, that fickneſ# is a proper ſeaſon 
for the exerciſe and acquiſition of many graces, or 
art leaſt that *cis a happy. impotence, in reſpe& of 
the moſt waſting vices we are ſubje&ttoz that 
a firm conſtitution of mind is often wrought from 
the diſeaſes of the Body, and the Soul grows 
more attive and refin'd, by ſtill working out 
its own ſeparation , that the mortal part of us, by 
a continual ſuccetlion of little diſſolutions, may 
be better prepar'd to drop with eaſe, and juſt 
maturity, into thar final one of death; which, 
when it meets a man inthe full Tyde of his 
proſperity, and the luxury of his Temper, with 
what confuſtons it aflaults his Triumphanr 
mind, with what «otlence it rends his ſtrong 
ligaments of Life? No one will more readily 
part 
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part with his earthly Tabernacle, than he that by 
diſpoſitions and long ſickneſſes, has been taught 
the trouble of keeping it Tenantable ; he will 
rejoyce to ſleep with his Fathers, to be caſed 
of the rumes of Adam, the diſhonours of Original 
ſin, and to reſigne up his duſt and aſhes for Ims 
mortality, and a glorious form. 

Thus we have ſcen by what gracious arts, 
ſtrengths, and afliſtances, Afiitiions may not 
onely be patiently born by the Religious, bur al- 
ſo improvd into real comforts, and heightned 
into all natural and ſþiritual advantages; and this 
may be done, not onely by perlons in their 
private concerns, but alſo in their relative and 
publick capacities, and as they conſtitute a Church 
or Nation: which brings me to my ſecond Gee 
neral, Viz, = 

II. Briefly to confider what advantage Afiictis 
_ ons bring to Feligion, as they reſpe& a ( burch or 
Nation. | 

T hoſe narrow Reaſoners, who, meaſuring 
Divine Providence by the modes of bumane inſpe- 
fion,thoug ht it trivial and perplexing for it to di- 
rect every Ordinary Agent, and to mingle its con» 
courſe with particulars, have notwithſtanding 
been very generous and liberal, in allowing 
a conſtant and ample ſuperintendency over 
C burches 
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Churches and Nations : and that there might 
be nothing wanting to the magnificence of Pro- 
Vidence in their Government, have ſuper-ad- 
ded peculiar Stars and Angels for ſubordinate 
miniſtrations, What appropriate Schemes 
of Government God Almighty is pleas'd to 
eſtabliſh to himſelf in his preſiding over thoſe 
greater Bodies, is no mans Province to inquire, 
nor within his capacity to declare; but how- 
ever, this we may be certain of, and it has 
been confirm'd by the experience of all Ages, 
that ordinarily Nations may expect their proſpþes 
rous or their adverſe ſeaſons, according as 
their Virtues or their Yices ſhall exceed. 

And although proſperity be the Vote of Na- 
rure, the thirſt and inſtin& of the Soul, inſo- 
much that I/aiab brings in the Jews begging a 
kind conſenage from their Prophets, * Speak un- *Eay.c.30. 
to u5 ſmooth things, propheſie deceits; Torment * © 
us no longer with your Deſolations and (aptivi- 
ties, thole prodigies of a diſtemper'd ſleep, 
bur let your Dreams be a continued Pageantry of 
Heaven, and all your Viftons a Shechinah : I ſay, 
alchough this be the univerſal voice of Man- 
kind, and that with the Tſraelites, we luſt for 
a Canaanin the very wilderneſs , are calling for 
new luxuries of mercy, whillt we are _—_— 

E rhe 
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the former ; yet the Lord graciouſly hears our 
Prayers, and grants usa denial, knowing, that 
in plenty and eaſe, we are apt to forget our 
Maker; but when he ſmites us, we tnarn back, 
we ſeek him, we inquire of him? ye publiſh 
Faſts by Law, transfer our Policies into Piety, 
and make the depths of Empire ſerve Religion : 
even {o the appearance of a ( omet improves 4- 

onomy, better than all the ordinary motions 
of the Stars and Planets, and the Sun invites 
more eyes towards Heaven by its Eclipſe, than 
by its conſtant ſþlendour. 

The certain vicifſitude of fins and judgments, 
mercies and proyocations, hath in a manner ren- 
der'd all Church- Hiſtory but Repetition and Tak- 
tology: Thus God dealt with the ancient Jews, 
thus with the firſt (hriſtians, and lo he conti- 
nuesto deal with us : and although we cannor 
without deteſtation and amazement recall 
thoſe * numerous ingratitudes of Iſrael, commir- 
ted within the {pace of forty or fifty years, yet 
if we reflet on our own Chronicle, within neat 
the ſame circuit of time, we ſhall be apr to 
conclude the Jews but puny ſinners, as the bor- 
rour of Regicide ſeems to leſſen the guilt of Mur* 
der : for did not the memories-and obligations 
af our Fathers, immediately cool upon almoſt 
as 
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as great a deliverance, as the Miracle of the Red: 
ſea? and did not we within a while after mur- 
mur and rebel againſt Moſes and Aaron, the beſt 
Monarchy, and the beſt Hierarchy? and in that 
Interregnum, when our King was but gone in- 
to the midſt of the Claud, rolearn Aﬀiidtions, and 
to commune with the Lord; did not ſome of us 
ſer up a Calf in Horeb, and worſhip that molten I 
mnge2 when we were brought into the promiſ- 
ed Country, oyy Kpupal a X ere, with the ſecret, but molt 
powerful hand of Providence , did we not run af- 
ter the Counſels of Balac, and commit Whoredom 
with the Daughters of Moab? and has not the 
Lord Tiſited for this too, with as great a Plague? 
and, having now a while enjoyed the lots 
nnd diviſions of our Inheritance, are not ſome a- 
moneglt us erefting Altars on high places, ſerving 
Baal and Aſhtaroth,and returning to the antient 
Idolatry of the Land ? Thete arc our parallel pro- 
' vocations with Iſrael, and ſhall not our judgments 
be greater ? even in this our Land, our fans are 
become our ſevereſt Executioners, for do not 
Hereſie and Schiſm, prophaneneſs and bypocrifie 
like the four winds in the deſcription of a Tem- 
peſt, blow all together | inſomuch, that we may 
paint our (burch, like the Planetary figure, with 
a dart in every limb, for its whole body now ap- 
hel] pears 
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pears onely a larger conſtellation of Wounds. 
Wherefore now is the proper and advanta- 
geous ſeaſon nobly to maintainthe Purity of our 
Faith, and to defend the wiſdom of our Diſci- 
pline, to lay afide all peeviſh Principles, and 
fullen Separations, to conſpire in nothing but mu- 
tral Charity and publick Love; to heighten our 
Devotions by numbers and ardency; to encom- 
paſs and beſiege the mercy-feat of Heaven with 
Importunity and holy wiolence. 
Now ler our witty Gallants leave off their 
fooliſh Jeſtings, and irrational Scepticiſm, their 
cuſtomary, if not malicious levity in Sacred things, 
and with their ſolid Anceſtors, grow wile and 
ſevere in their Converſation, fathtul and frieadly 
in their ordinary dealings, generous and brave in 
their publick Attuons, manly and folemn in 
their Religious Duties, Let our Magiſtrates aſ- 
| fume an Heroical ſpirit, and dare to be righteous 
where the wicked proſper; let them with wi/- 
dom, integrity, and zeal, execute Juſtice and 
udgment in this our Land, and then the 
Lord will withdraw his: for who can tel] bur 
that the courageous and fervent Magiſtrate, like 
*Plal.1c6- * Phinehas amongſt the Jews, may even now 
7 remove a National Calamity with his Javelin , 
with his ſpeedy and zealous execution ? Let 
our 
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*oOur Princes be cloathed with Sackclith, and for 
a while make their Thrones in the duſt: Let 
our Prieſts be deck'd with Righteouſneſs, Cou- 
rage, and the preparations of Martyrdom ; * let 
them rejoyce to be made an Anathema for 
our Church, and to bleſs our Nation through the 
midſt of their flames. _ 

And now to ſum up all our fore goin 
diſcourſe as briefly as we can, : 

[. Let the bold and proſperous ſinner, who 
afrer many AfiGmg Calls to Repentance, con- 
tinues ſtil] co fin on with an high hand, let 
him with fear and trembling conclude, thar 
his Impunity now proceeds from Gods greateſt 
vengeance, and the nor Afiidling of him any 
more, from the very fury of his wrath and in- 
dignation; as thoſe Arrows flie ſwitfeſt vvhich 
flie inviſible, and vve often miſs the blow, by 
the exceſs of anger. Let the obſtinate Atheiſt, 
who vvill not be reform'd by preſent judg- 
ments, bur even after melting becomes nothing 
but droſs, that asks who the Lord , after fo 
many plagnes of Convittion, let him knovv, that 
he vyants but few degrees of being reduc'd un- 
ro the utmoſt Analyſis of hardning, of being con- 
ſummated into the conſtitution of the damn'd, the 
eternal glaſs of Hell-fire, 
ll. 
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IT. Let the, Aflified righteous man rejoyce, that 
his infirmities explore the ſtrengths of Heaven; 
that by his Tryals is manifeſted the Victory of 


Faith, the omnipotence of grace. Thar 'tis the 


*58;babr- * bufineſs of Affiitions to create in him a due confi- 


y- 


6:.3.Chrif, deration, hearty contrition, ſtrong cryes, increaſe of 


reverence , and the inlargements of Piety. 

II. And let us of this Church and Nation con- 
ſider, that as we certainly are ( and without 
oſtentation or any ſecular intereſt be it ſpoken ) 
the moſt perfett, and the fancereſt part of the 
Catholick Church now exiſtent, {o we truſt that 
"tis the particular indulgence of Almighty God 
ro keep us up to this our refinement, by con, 
ſtant perſecutions : to correct and abate our per. 
ſenal defe&s, but to confirm and make our Do- 
frines more Iluſtrious, by the implacable op- 
poſitions of Phanatick rage , and Jeſuitical 
malice: and if we farther reflec on that unpa- 
rallel'd wiſdom, learning, and moderation; that 
moſt rational and {ubſtantial Prety, Charity, and 
Devotion, which integrate the conſtitution of 
our Church, we ſhall be ready to acknow- 
ledg it highly expedient, that, with St. Paul, 
we ſhould have a Thorn in the fleſh, and be of- 
ten under the buffetings of Satan, the deſigns and 
attempts of unreaſonable and malicious adver- 
ſaries , 


EMI 
ſaries; leſt we ſhould be exalted above meaſure 
with our ſuper-eminency of Do@rine , leſt we 


J 


ſhould be puff*d up * ff VepConn 0 *Amnanudial, with wb. _ " 


our abundance of Revelation, 


And let our Enemies now deſtroy our City, - 


let them burn down our Temples ; if we can- 
not ſing Praiſes under their Roofs, we will 
Repent under their Aſhes, we will meet in 
Dens and Caves of the Earth, and by thoſe 
obſcurities, thoſe ſtealths of Worſhip, render 
our Religion more Apoſtolical, more Primitive. 
Yer will we ſet our Moſes in the gap, to ſee if 
 peradventure the Lord too will Repent, and 
turn away his Dipleaſure from us; to this 
end we will humble and proftrate our ſelves, 
grow Pioneers in Devotion, and countermine 
them with our Prayers; and ſhould the De- 
ſtroying Angel be already come forth, ſhould 
Judgments be already commiſſion'd for our 
Ruine, yet will we pray againſt Decree, againſt 
Predeſtmation it ſelf ; 


b, 


let this Cup paſs from us ! 


FINIS. 


and * Lord, if it be poſſible, * as. 26. 
39. 
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PSALM 103. V. I. 


Bleſs the Lord, O my Soul ! and all that is 
within me bleſs his holy Name ! 


$ al praiſmg or Gloritying of God : 
dS the firſt conlifts in a regular confor- 
J& mity of our Lives, or the general 
> courſe of our Actions to the holy 

Will and Commands of God : But 
Aftual Adoration, which is to be the Subject of my 
Enſuing Diſcourſe, is it ſelf a peculiar and ſolemn 
part of Divine Worſhip : which does not cnly 
conſiſt in an open recitation of Hymns and Spiri- 
tual Songs, bur alſo in a filent Exultation of our 
Faculties, and a Religious warmth of Soul 
wrought by Heavenly Obje&s. 

Now there are many Vords and Phraſes in 
holy Scripture, eſpecially ir. chis Book of Pſalms, 
which are often us'd to exprels the ſame Duty of 
Blefling or praiſing the Lord; And though they 
are promiſcuouſly inſerted(as certainly they ought 
to be, either in Popular or Poetick Writings ) yet 
A 2 are 


_ 


are they, many of them, of peculiar limitation and 
ſignificancy ; which being ſomewhat ſtated and 
explain'd, may lerve to eſtabliſh a full and eafie 
notion of what in my following Diſcourſe [ ſhall 
make more copious and leſs nice reflexions. 
Wherefore our molt humble and worthy Ap- 
prehenſions, our {incere deyour reſencments of the 
Divine Perfections, are neceſſarily requir'd to con- 
Rirute the Tnvifible Adoration of the Heart, and Soul, 
and Spirit ; which from its Vital and inward hear, 
is continually dilplaying ir ſelf into great variety of 
External Evidences, according to the diverſity of 
thoſe objeds about which it is immediately con- 
verſant, So that we may be ſaid topraiſe the Lord, 
when wedeclare his free and moſt excellent works 
of Mercy and ]uttice, of Creation and Providence: 
to Magnifie and Adore him, when we ſer forth his 
incommunicable and Natural Excellencies, ſuch 
as his Omnipotence, [mmenſity, exc. which joynt- 
ly confider'd, with his Univerſal Dominion and So- 
vereignty over all Creatures, may ſeem to ſignifie 
all thar we mean by the Glorious Majeſty of God. 
We may be laid to Bleſs the Lord by our wiſhes 
and words; and being the good we wiſh is Extrin- 
ſick ro his Nature, and not yet obtained, as, that 
the whole World may be converted and fear his 
Name, ec, we mult be {ure to bleſs kim with our 
 endea- 
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[3] 
endeavours too : But chiefly this Bleſſing is effected 
by our moſt ſolemn Gratulations ; for ſeeing we can-. 
not confer any real good on God, we muſt conti- 
nually expreſs our joy and gladnels for his actual 
. poſſeſſion of all- poſſible perte&tion. To worſhip 
him, uſually denotes a moſt humble poſture of 
Body, when we incline towards, or proſtrate our 
ſelves on that Duſt out of which we were made. 
We Glorifie God with our Mouths ; and according- 
ly the Plalmiſt calls his Tongue his Glory, Awake 
thou my Glory. Thanksgiving is an open profeſſion 
and a hearty acknowledgment that we have re- 
ceived a Benefit molt freely, and without any me- 
rit of our own. Adoration and Thanksgiving ſeem to 
differ in thele reſpects : we adore God tor things 
that were acted long ago, which concern not us 
any more, than that they were the Effects of his 
Omnipotence, as for all the Wonders done in the 
behalt of the Children of Iſrael : Thankogiving re- 
lates to thole Benehts which either we immedi- 
ately receive, or whole effects are communicated 
tous. Alſo we adore God for his Judgments and 
his Vengeance, however diſplayed, either on our 
Enemies, or on our lelves; for which we are not 
properly ſaid ro return Thanksgtyings ; becauſe Ado- 
ration re[peCts the Juſtice of the Action, Thanksgivings 
the goodneſs of it. Theſe Words and Phraſes being 
thus 
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thus ſomewhat explain'd, I ſhall make no ſcruple 
to uſe them again in their popular ſenſe and free- 
dom, according as I ſhall find occaſion for them, 
in my farther amplifications onthe Text, which I 
will endeavour to handle in theſe three reſpects. 


I. You may be pleas'd to confider the Neceſſety 
and Pxcellence of Praiſe and Adoration. Bleſs the 
Lord, O my Soul. 


[. Iſhallendeavourtoſhew what are thoſe Fa- 
culties and Capacities of the Soul, whereby this 
Adoration is perform'd. All that is within me. 


ITI. I will point out ſome of thoſe Benefits 
which will ariſe from a Worthy perfor- 
mance of the Duty. Bleſs the Lord, &c. 


I. You may be pleas'd to conſider the Neceſſity 
and Excellence of Praiſe and Adoration. Bleſs the 
Lord, O my Soul. 


Prayers and Praiſes, which bear the name of all 
| that we can properly call Divine Worſhip, are as well 
the Eternal Dicates of Nature, as the moſt Sacred 
Commands of Revelation , and if there may beal- 
lowed any remarkable precedency in theſe high- 
cr 


CF2 
er Duties of Natural and Reveal'd Religion, Praiſe 
or Adoration ſeems juſtly to challenge that Prero- 
oative: for ſhould not we firſt acknowledge our 
Being, before we view and lament its imperfe&ti- 
ons ? ſhould not we return our ſacrifices of Grati- 
tude for what we have already received, before 
we implore the Divine Benignity for further acceſ- 
ſions, treſh ſupplies, and new atliſtances > Com- 
mon Juſtice obliges us at all times, firſt to look 
back and magnihe the Lord for our a&tual preſer- 
vation, before we preſume to put up our Petitions 
for pardon. and future ſecurity ; and it requires a 
Pſalm of Thankſgiving, that we are in a capacity 
ro know our Wants, to ſurvey our Infirmities. The 
meanneſs of onr nature has indeed placed us be- 
low the poſſibility of making any Recompence, 
and yet the indigency of our condition ſtill calls 
upon us to make freſh acknowledgments : and 
however imperfect theſe oblations are, yet are they 
the only ſhew of real ſervice we can render, the 
only Image of Requital which our Creator has in» 
dulged us. 

And as this Adoration is our indiſpenſable Du- 
ty, {0 'tis our Advantage and our glory too : *tis 
not only the buſineſs of our Creation, but the Ex- 
cellency of it ; and we never appear in amore ex- 
alted State, than when we. Glorifie, In the perfor- 
mance 


[65] 
mance of this Duty, we more eminently make 
good our Communion with Saints and Angels, 
whilſt with thoſe bleſſed Spirits we conſtitute the 
ſame Choire, and make one Univerſal Hallelujah. 

Nothing furely can be more Juſt and Natural, 
than to imploy our breath to the glory of him who 
gave it us: nothing more profitable, than to mag- 
nifie the Lord into greater Mercies to our ſelves : 
Nothing more delightful, than to be always full of 
glorious Conceptions, always pouring forth the 
Language of Bleſſing and Aﬀection ! Prayers are 
but the Mournful Draught and Table of our Mi- 
ſery, the repreſentation of our Ship-wreckt Na- 


ture : Repentance has a gloomy fide ; bur Praiſe is 


Faiths and Reaſons Triumph,a bright,unmixt,im- 
maculate Joy,and only wants ſome few degrees of 
being all we can conceive of Heaven. Therefore 


[I. You may be pleas'd to conſider what are 
thoſe Faculties and Capacities of the Soul 
whereby this Duty is perform d. 


Now the powers of the Soul which are more 
eminently concern'd in the Ads of Adoration, 
ſeem to be theſe Three. 

1. Our Reaſon. 2. Our Imagination. 3. Our 
Aﬀe&ions. For we may be ſaid to Praiſe the Lord 
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with our Reaſon, in theſe two reſpe&ts. 1; When 
ir perfectly and freely ſubmits co the High My- 
ſteries of Faith, or the Doctrines of pure Revela- 
tion. 2. When it humbly and devoutly buſfies it 
ſelf abour the Nature and Attributes of God, ma- 
niteſted in the Works of Creation and Providence ; 
and though they are objects of Revelation too, 
yet have they a lure foundation in Fught Reaſon 
and Natural Religion, and therefore may lately ad- 
mir of a moeft and affettionate enquiry. We may 
be ſaid to praile the Lord with our Imagination, 
when we ttady to adorn our Divine Conceprions 
with the molt Excellent Idea's, with the molt lively 
Repreſentations we can invent. 

Laſtly, We may be laidto Praile the Lord with 


_ our Aﬀettions, when the whole Duty is pertorm'd 


with (trong vehemency of Soul, and intenſene(s of 
Spirir, with the Unions of Love and Wonder, and 
ſuch like bright Aﬀections as perfect and exalt our 
molt Spiritual performances. Of thele in their 
Order. | 
ti. We may be ſaid to Praiſe the Lord with our 
Reaſon, when it perje&tly and freely ſubmits it ſelf 
to the High Myſteries of Faith, or the Do&rines of 
pure Revelation. | 
And is it not an eſpecial Excellency of the Chri- 
ſian Religion, that as all irs Precepts for Life and 
B Man- 
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Manners are ſo perſpicuouſly deliver'd, and ſo per- 


tetly agreeable to the beſt conceptions of Man- 
kind, that the hamble Perſon cannot miſtake his 
way to Heaven, ſo alſo there are ſuch Hights and 
Depths in the receſles of our Faith, as perhaps the 
Seraphims cannot comprehend 2 And although 
thele Propoſicions of our Belief allo be as clear and 
Evident as Hiſtory and Language can make them , 
as infallibly true and certain as that God who has 
reveal'd them, yet even in our modeſt contem- 
plations on them, the exceſſive glory of the Reve- 
lation is apt to ſtrike back, and icatter our Natural 
light into the Confuſions of Broken Knowledge 
and Admiration, into Humility, Love, Praile and 
Reſignation 3 thus perfeing our Natures, whillt ic 
confounds our Enquiries! So that the moſt Specula- 
tive Myſteries of Chriſtianity, how Incomprehenh1- 
ble ſoever in their Intrinſic Natures, are yet as ſer- 
viceable and conducive to the Ends of Religion, 
( viz; ) the glory of God, and the promoting true Ho- 
lineſs, as the moſt practical and familiar DoArines 
and encouragements of the Golpel. 


Were indeed our Myſteries like thoſe of the an- 


cient Heathen, whoſe Adyta and Penetralia were but 
ſo many Cloyſters of Separated Impurity, ſo ma- 


ny Concealments of Spiritual Craft, or of Myſti- 


cal and Appropriated Luſt; then the nice exami- 
ning 
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[9] 
ning World might very well complain of the Im- 
oltures of Prieſts, of the abſurdities of a Snperſti- 
rious Faith : but when the Myſteries we pretend to, 
are not ſuch as are made ſo by Shrines, Temple- 
characters, and a Traditionary Caution, bur {uch 
asareexposdto the promiſcuous, yet humble view 
of all men, in Confeſſions, Creeds, and Catechiſms ; and 
being thus expos'd, they are no Incongruities to our 
Moral conceptions, as moſt of the Heathen's were ; 
nor yet Contradiftions to our Natural Reaſoning, as 
ſome would have them ; ( for they are not ſuch 
objects as lye withinits Sphere, or within the reach 
of its common Axioms ) but are rather ſo many 
Humiliations of our Underſtandings, ſo many 
Gracious Aﬀrightments, and incomprehenſible in- 
dearments of our Souls unto Love and Obedience : 
So that if the thoughts of a Trinity in Unity, and a 
Unity in Trinity, amaze thy mind, thou may'ſt pre- 
ſently relieve thy ſelf with this contemplation, 
That all this Unconceivable Diſtin&tion of Subſe- 
ſtences extends it lelf to thy Benefit and Comfort, 
ro reach thee out of Perdition and thy Primitive 
Curſe! that all this Ineffable economy of the Divi- 
nity is thy Redemption, thy San&ification, in a 
Word, thy Hultiply?d Salvation ! And conſidering 
likewiſe, that on one {ide we have the expreſs De- 
clarations of Holy Scripture, the Definitions of Ge- 
| Bs 3 7 neral 
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[ 10 ] 
neral Councils, the Writings and Devotions of 


Primitive Fathers, the Blood and Conſciences of 
Holy Martyrs, toteſtifie and leal their early Anti- 


quity, their Venerable (ertainty, and moſt faithful 


Conveyance ; and then on the other fide, that there 
is nothing bur Scholaftick Subtilty, and prelump- 
tious. Enthuſiaſm, to Weaken or Corrupt them; bold 
Philoſophy , malicious Cavillng, and impious Bl ſþbe- 
”my, to oppoſe them ; I ſay, conſidering all theſe 
things, what poſſibly can deter any good and kum- 
ble man, even in this perverle diſputing Age, from 
triumphantly embracing the Myſteries of Faith 
with a ſtrong and heroical Aſſent, with a noble 


captivity of Mind, and the moſt vigorous Atts of 


Adrration ? 

Happy had it been for the Chriſtian World, if 
theſe Eminencies in Religion had been always guar- 
ded with a Flaming Cherubim, and been onl 
made the illuſtrious Themes of Praiſe and Adorati- 
on! But now, alas! the Controverſies of the Church 
abour theſe higher points, will hardly luffer us to 
ſpeak Devotionally of our Myiteries! Grammatical nis 
ccties, and Socinian figures, have weaken'd the Na- 
tive Reverence of many Texts! Every Dutch Sy- 


ſteme is arrogantly big with the bold Explications 


of the Myſterious Trinity, and of thoſe heights and 
depths before which the very Angels tremble and 
| yaijl! 
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[11 ] 


vail! What if ſome holy Perſons of old, perhaps of 
more Piety and devour Aﬀections, than Learning 
and Phyloſophy, were admuted (like Moſes into 
the Cloud ) humbly ro coaverſle with God abour 
this Dreadful Myſtery, co be a Bank and a Mound 
againſt an eager and impetuous Hereſie then ra- * 
ging in the Church, and to be a ſtanding Autho- 
rity againſt all furure ſwellings of proud Conten- 
tion; yer there is no reaſon but that there ſhould 
be ſome reſtraint alſo about this Mountain too, to 
fence off the Multicude and Common Beaſts, and 
to keep the Viler Herd at awful diſtance, leſt they 
break chrough unto the Lord, to gaze and periſh! 
Exod. 19.0. 21. 

2. We may be ſaid to Praiſe the Lord with our 
Reaſon, when it humbly and devoutly buſies it (elf 
about the Nature and Attributes. of God manifeſts 
ed in the Works of Creation and Providence ; And als 
chough they are Objects of Divine Revelation too, 
yet have they a ſure foundation in Right Reaſon, 
and Natural Religion, and therefore may ſafely 
admit of a modeſt and affectionate enquiry. 
Bleſs his holy Name. 

Where, by the Name of God is meant all that 
we are able to. conceive of his Perfeftions, his N 
ture and Attributes ; and thoſe not as they are Me- 
taphyſically handled, and jejunely mingled with che + 
De - 
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Definitions of the Schools, but as they are moſt 
pathetically ſer forth in Holy Scripture by his mi- 
raculous works, and gracious diſpenſations to Mankind, 
Alas! it is not the dry Skeleton of dead and 
ſhapeleſs Reaſon, or the Scholaſtick joynting of 
prodigious Terms, ( which repreſent an Image 
rather Gaſtly than Admirable) that can excite and 
animate our Gratulations and our Praiſes, but there 
muſt be the Life and Features, and all the Moving 
Elegance of the Frame, to give us bright concep- 
tions of its Dignity. And therefore we find thar 
Holy Scripture {carce ever meddles with an Attri- 
bute in its Abſolute Nature, but only in a Relative 
and endearing way ; and that (reation and Provi- 
dence, ( which are richly pregnant with all thoſe 
Divine Perfettions which moſt nearly concern us ) 
are the two choſen and moſt ſublime Topi's on 
- which the Buchariſtical P/alms are chiefly ſpent. 
And who among us can forbear from breaking 
forth into as of Praiſe and Adoration, when he 
conſiders how the Almighty was pleas'd out of 
his Infinite and Boundleſs Goodneſs, according to 


the Freedom of his, Fternal Decree, -muſtnor ſay,” 


to-Empty, but to Irradmte himſelf inte this ama- 
Zing variety of Beings, this ſtupendous Fabrick 
of the World, indefinite to our moſt Travelling 
Conceptions, and only leſs infinite than He who made 
It ? 


.and made that laſt Imperial Draught to ſtand 
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it > Here we may behold bis Wiſdom in its Throne, and 
raiſe him in the Firmament of bis Power ! whilſt we 
attentively recall how by his Word the Heavens were 
made, and all the Hoſt of them by the breath of his 
Mouth ! bow he ſpread out the Sky like a Molten Glaſs, 
and ordered the ballancings of the ©louds | bow be ſtretch- 
ed out the North o'er the empty Place, and hung the 
Earth upon nothing ! how he form'd the firſt Man 
out of the Duſt of the Ground, breathd into his 
Noftrils the immortal Halt#5-or Breath of Life, 


the Beauty, the Dominion, and the Sabbath of all his 

wondrous. Works! in a Word, how raviſhing a 

Reflection muſt the Creation needs be to Men and 

Angels too, when God Almighty is Repreſented in 

the ſecond of Geneſis, as it were fitting down, Contem- 

plating, and with all intellectual Complacency,. 24 

turveying the Accompliſhd Miracle 1&7 &'«7 Tk of dan 
And, as for Providence, what fuller 'niatter for 

our (elebrations have we, than to conſider, how all 

the unaccountable Paſlages here below, which 

ſeem lo rugged, and like wild Contingencies to us, 

are notwithſtanding particularly directed by the 

certain guidance of an Almighty Wiſdom, and in their 

proper ſeaſons produc'd by a Beautiful Order of 

Caules ! that not only Univerſal Nature, but Nati- 

ons, Cities, Private perſons, their Policies ro TO 

an 
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[14 ] 
and Contrivances, are evermore Atuated, Advanced, or 
Confounded, by the imperceptible ſtreams of a Di- 
vine Prerogative | And that all that multicude of 
ſtrange Appearances, which look like ſo many 
Monſtrous and Extravagant Lines to us in this poſits - 
on, will one day be reflected into a Regular piece, and 
makea glorious Figure in the Beatifc Vition! 

I cannot well conceive how the Epicurean could 
ever be thought effectually to Praiſe and Worſhip 
the Deity, only for the bare Excellency of his Geing ; 
whom he fancied to be like ſome Perſian Mo- 
narch, Moroſely Great, full of himſelf, and his 
one Solitude, of a Cloyſter'd Majeſty, or*a Pro- 
Didence that never ſtoopt below the Heavens, 
whereas the Stoic more truly tells us, Nulla Maje- 
ſtas fine Bonitate, and we are ſufficiently ſatisfy'd 
that there was nothing ſo powerful to awaken Gra» 
titude, and reconcile men to the Sacrifices of Reli- 
gion, as that Tranſcendent goodneſs and particular 


- (are which men evidently tound to flow from 


what they Worſhip'd. I grant the Sun, by reaſon 
of its bright Appearance and relplendency, will na- 
turally excice a Tranſient Wonder in Beholders, but 
yet | queſtion whether ever it would have been 
Ador'd, ( as it certainly was by the greateſt part of 
the Heathen World) and have had its own Frankin- 
cenſe offer'd it again,if it had not bcen for that An- 

nual 
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[15] 
nal and Experienc'd Courſe of Benefits, which its 
continual influences Hatch, produce, and perfect, 
for the Generations of Men. 

What weighty ingredients, and commanding 
Subjects of Adoration, were the Extraordinary Ma- 
nagements of. Providence in behalt of the Jews ard 
their Religion! And accordingly we find the Rey- 
al Pſalmiſt every where paraphraſing on thoſe grear 
and numerous Miracles Egypt and the Deſart,in an 
exceeding iublimity of Phraſe, in all the Rap- 
tures of Eaſtern Poefte!! and here might be one rea- 
{on given why the Inanimate (reation 1s lo diſtinttly 
call'd upon in the Old leſtament to Praiſe the Lord, 
becauſe ſo many of thole Beings had ftarted from 
their own Law and Natures, to be either an Eminent 
reſcue, or a mighty Condutt to the Cholen people; 
that in the Jew!h economy it 1s hard to decermine, 
whether greater Miracles were perform*d by the 
Miniſtry of the Elements,or of the appointed Angels. 

2. We may be laid to praiſe the Lord with our 
Imagination, when we {tudy to adorn our Divine 
Coriceptions with the molt Excellent Tdea's, with the 
moſt lively Repreſentations we can invent: for not 
only Reaſon and Judgment, but alſo imagination 
and Fancy, not only the Firmament, but even the 
Meteors too, are call'd upon to praiſe the Lord, 


W - The 


The Imagination is the chief Spring and Engine 


of our Affettions; it gives Sublimity, Spirit, and 


Vivacity to our Conceptions, Beauty and colour to 
our Expreſſions, and communicates all thoſe agree- 
able lluſtrations which ſerve to adorn the ſeverity of 
Reaſon. The exacteſt Science we. are acquainted 
with, cannot ſupply us with ſuch cautious forms 
of Speech, but that they are full of Soleciſm, ex- 
tremely defective and inadequate, when apply'd 
ro Notions concerning God and Heaven : The moſt 
accurate wiſdom of Words that can be invented, can- 
not defend it ſelf from many Abſurdities, when po- 
fitiv. ly converſant about an Infinite Objett,and which 
cannot be fully comprehended, becauſe inſuch a 
caſe there is a greater Latitude of ſtill ſhewin 
what a thing #s not, than whar it is. But then whar 
we want of ſtrict ſcientifical propriety in our Dilcour- 
ſes concerning Divine ſubjects, may be nobly ſup- 
ply'd by rais'd and figurative adumbrations : And this 
is wholly the buſinels of the Imagination ; which, 
when it has warily receiv'd the Truth and Worth of 
its Object from a ſuperiour faculty, may be allow'd 
to raile the Mind into a nobler Amplitude of 
thought, and to kindle it into vaſter Conceptions; 
and then to beautifie and ſet them forth with all 
thoſe proper Ornaments which uſually recom- 
mend a ſpeculation to our Aﬀettions. : 
Fan- 
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Fancy, indeed, is not permitted to give a Poſi- 
tive and definitive ſentence, or to clole up its Period 
with an Anathema , but it may (earch for lively Re- 
preſentations : For ſuch ſinlitudes of things as may 
beſt ſuit with the Analogy of our Natures ; allo for 
ſuch tranſcendent and /uperlative Terms, as are molt 
apt to inflame che Soul, and to ſhadow to us the {pi- 
ricual /ecrefie of Myſterious Iruth. And therefore the 
Holy Scripture has every where exhibited to us its 
heavenly Wiſdom in Parables , and ſenſible Types; and 
proportion'd its Revelations mores to the Imaginations 
of Men, than to their more /ubtile modes of Reaſon- 
ing. Therefore alſo God appeared to Moſes in a 
Cloud, and his Glory ſhone through a Veil; that 
ſince the Prophet was not able to ſuſtain his more 
open Appearance, he might with ſafety underſtand his 
Infinity by the concealment of an indefinite and myſterious 
Declaration; and more ardently deſire a further 
Manifeſtation of chole Excellencies, which were but 
imperfectly revealed to him in remote and diſtant 
Scenes: for no man ſeem'd more acquainted 
with God than Moſes, and no man ſeemd more 
importunate to know him better : 1 beſeech thee ſhew 
me thy Glory, Exod. 33. 18. 

Similitudes and Metaphors in Religion, are thoſe 
Clouds of Incenſe wherewith at the lame time we 
both enter and obſcure the SanFum Sanftorum: We 
C2 re- 
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[18 ] 
receive thoſe ſenſible Repreſentations, and graci- 
ous Condeſcentions which God hath been pleas'd: 
to make us of his own Nature and the other World, 
in the ſame manner as the Diſciples did the Diſ- 
courles of our Saviour going to Emmans : we have 
not a full comprehenſion of what is thus Figurd to us; 
bur yet we are religiouſly affected, we have a ſpirt- 
tuz! Senſation of 1ts unutterable import, and our 
hearts burn within us. 


The Strength and Vehemency of the Inaginati- 
on will ſometimes carrysforth the Reaſon and Judg- 


ment to make new Diſcoveries; "twill excite them to 


rake ſuch Circuits and Travels in the contempla- 
tion of Eternal Beings, till rhe Soul is ready to ſwim 
and grow giddy, and the ſpeculation turns almoſt 
Apoplexy 3 it will ſometimes aCtuate the mind to 
a ſtretch and emanarion beyond its preſent Order, to 
a taſte and immature anticipation of unproportiond 
Kowledge : And this does not proceed trom the 
heat and elevation of contemplative and /plenetick 
Heads, bur ir is the ſober atteſtation and examin'd 
experience of more fix'd and ſolid Brains. 

[c is reported of a Metaphyſical Divine of our own 
Church, chat by a long afliduity of thinking and a 
conſtant ardour of Meditation, he could {ome- 
times refine and {ublimate a Theorem to that de- 
gree, till it became too nice even for his own ex- 

amina- 
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[ 19 ] 


amination, when he had abated of that Temper in 
which he firſt fram'd it, that when the intelleFual 


fire was out, and his Brain was ſunk into its ordi- 


nary dimenſions, he could not juſtifie that ſpecu- 
lation to his cooler review, which he was cer- 
tain had anexact conformity to his more rais'd Ca- 
PACItY. 

However, we need nat fear any [Iſluſton, any 
Phanaticiſm from: the innocent Exceſles of the Fan- 
cy, whiilt they are only made the private Nouriſh- 
ment ot an Holy Life ; whillt they only promote 
our Adoratious, not determine our Opinions ; whillt 
they only enter our Cloſet-Dev2tions, not our Pub- 
lick Services, or Creeds, Ir being alſo eaſe to diftin- 
guiſh by the concomitance or abſence of Humility and 
Love, when our minds are gently fill'd with Divme 
Images, or when they are Enthuſiaſtically poſſeſs'd 
with preſumptwons Enquiries, And thus the Imagina- 
tim, the meanelt and moſt trivial faculty of the 
Humane Soul, under a good management may be 
an admirable Inſtrument and incentive of Divine 
Praiſe and Adoration , even as God Almighty 
thought fit to chuſe the Rainbow, that_Circle of 

hancaitic colours, for the Symbole and Sacrament 
of his Beloved Attribute, his Mercy. 

3ly. We may be ſaid to Praiſe the Lord with 
our Afﬀettions, when our Adoration is perform'd with 

| ſtrong 


[20] 
ſtrong vehemency of Soul, and intenſeneſs of Spi- 
rit, with the Unions of Love and Wonder, and ſuch- 
like Bright Aﬀections, as perfe& and exalt our moſt 

iritual Duties. | 

The Will is allo comprehended in'the 4feHions : 
For as the Common Paſſions in their worit accep- 
ration are the Deformities and Turbulencies of 
the Animal Nature; ſo the Afﬀettions are only the 
freſher gales of Virtue; the more enliven'd Acts of 
the Rational and Superiour Will: and as the for- 
mer raiſe commorions and irregularities in the 
Blood and Humours of the Body , (o theſe latter invi- 
gorate the Faculties of the Soul, making them He- 
roical and Divine in their Emanations. 
Now as the capacity of the IntelleF is much lar- 
er than thar of the Senſes, ſo the amplitude of 
the Will and AﬀeGions far ſurpaſſes that of the Un- 
derſtanding ; and therefore God has requir'd that 
our Defire and Love of him ſhould be more perfe 
and complete than our Anowledge of him : for we 
are bound to entertain his Perfettions with the clo- 
[eſt adbefion of Heart and Soul, though we can ap- 
prehend them onely with a Partial and enigmati- 
cal Knowledye. | 
Let men therefore boaſt of their Mighty Rea- 
ſonings, their cloſe Dedutons, their trong-link'd 
Conſequences, and their elaborate Demonſtrations in 


Reli- 


[21] 
Religion ; when they have done all to juſtifie them- 
ſelves in a cautious advance towards Heaven, they 
will find that the Beſt Divinity-confiſts in Love and 
Wonder , and that there are {uch enlargements of the 
Soul ariſing from theſe Aﬀettions, as none can (ig- 
nifie, none can conceive, but thoſe who have lain 
under the Bleſſed Experience, 

IL. I will endeavour to point out ſome of thoſe 
Benefits which will ariſe trom a worthy perfor- 
mance of the Duty. 

Now this Holy Exerciſe being worthily per- 
form'd, will exalt our Faith beyond the reach of 
Sophiſtry or Prophaneneſs ; *cwill eſtabliſh in us a 
permanent love to Goodnels, and a temper of anti- 
pathy to the contradi&ions and contumelies of 
Vice; *twill convey our fervent Meditations to 
ſuch {afe and peaceful Heights, till the falſe Beau» 
ties of the World make no Impreſſion on us, and 
its keeneſt Temptations are out-diftanc'r : It will 
ſecure all the ſtages of an holy Life, and reduce that 
Barbarons, Warlike, Stubborn, and Malicious 
Religion, which is now in Vogue, to the truly An- 
cient Primitive Chriſtianity , to a cheerful and ſerene 
Principle of Meeknels, Humility, conſtant Obedi- 
ence, and Univerſal Love. 

When the Soul. is made tender with this Heaven- 
ly Converſe, made apt to kindle at every repreſenta- 
tion 


| 4 


tion of Divine GoodneF, to meet and embrace with 
every attribute ; how vile and loathſome muſt the des 
formity of Sinneedsappear? The very Tranſports of 
Adoration, whillt they continue upon us, area natu- 
ral preſervative againſt the Encroachments of 
Vice; and when the Holy Agitation is Ceas'd, it com- 
monly ſertles into a livzly calm of laſting Gratitude 
and Love. 

Bur to ſpeak more particularly, Praiſe and Ado- 
ratim are actions perfettive of thoje very Faculties 
which perform them. 

For, they give a Divine Brightneſs to our Rea- 
fon, free it from the illuſions of Sence and Pa7ron , 
hx it on uſeful enquiries, and in all its Diſcoveries 
make it ſerviceable to the Santtuary: for not onely 
Religions, but even Natural obje&s may be contem- 
plated and examin'd by the bumble 4dorer into My- 
ſterious ſubjects of Devotion and Wonder. 

The True (ritian Philoſopher , even from his 
common obſervations in ſecular Learning, will þÞy 
a due Analyſis of Meditation open to himſelf a deli- 
cious proſpe&tot Heavenly Glories; purſue every 
FMotion and Effett to its farſt Cayſe and Author, till 
he finds his Scale of Contemplation ro logk like 7 acobs 
Ladder, with Angels aſcending and deſcending : 
whilſt the proud Enquiring Naturaliſt, who {acri- 
fices more to his Hypotheſis than his God, will reap 

| no- 
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[ 23] : 
nothing but Preſurprtion and Contempt of Hea- 
ven from his Converlation even with the Divureſt 


Objects. . He will call a True Miracle the Luxu- 


riancy of Nature, an Extraordinary Act of Providence 
onely the ſudden eruption of a Natural, though hid- 
den Cauſe, or atleaſt he will debaſe theſe immedi- 
ate Operations of the Almighty to ſome cheap piece 
of Motion and Mechani/m, that may ſerve to eaſe and 
acifie his Wonder; thus looling the improvement 
of his Faith and Humility, by the Arrogancy of his 
Wit and Invention! be 
This-exalted Exerciſe of Praiſing and Bleſſing 
the Lord; will allo fill the Imagination with: Hea- 
venly Imagery. * Twill adorr' it with the Vine: and 
Pomgranate of the Temple, making that Faculty an 
holy Receptacle of pious Emblems, which in its 
Corrupt Nature is the chief Seat and Empire of 
Original Sin; the Infernal Theatre, where all the 
buieſt Scenes of Temptation are diſplay'd. *Twill 
teach us not tolay out our beſt ſuperlative words 
on Earthly things ; not to embalm Rotrenneſs and 
Corruption with the Epithites of Divinity ; not to 
Deifie the Ambitious with ſacred Oratory, or co 
commit [dolatry with a too Bounteous Invention ; 
but to reſerve a peculiar Hierarchy of Language for 
our Superior Intercourſe. C CTY 
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Laſtly, It will ſpiritualize our Afeftions, call 
them off from the defilements of the World, make 
them languiſh in unaccountable Unions, and give 
chem a tender Sympathy with all the Endearments 
of the Canticles : It will create in us ſuch an Hubitu- 
al Ingulgence towards the ſweerneſſes of a Religious 
life, that amidſt the Avocations of the world, the 
diſturbances of ſecular buſineſs, and the AfﬀiGions 
of Common ( onverſation, we ſhall be able to main- 
tain a ſecret {nder-current of pious Aſpirations and 
Aﬀections. | | 

Let us therefore furamon up all that is within us, 
allthe. Faculties and Powers of -our Scoulsro Bleſs and 
Praiſe: the Lord with fervent Grarulations | 'For 


ſurely, Chriſtianity is not only a bare Avoydance of. 


Evil, a plauſible courſe in Moral Actions, or an 
External living up to the Decency of a. Station ; 
( which yet 1n a Degenerate Age are no mean -Pat- 
terns and Examples ) bur certainly there are re- 
quir'd ſome Afﬀettionate Heats, ſome Breathings 
and Pantings after further degrees of Holineſs, and 
an Indefinite Perfettion. And though the cold Logi: 
cians are apt to call this a Spiritual Romance, and the 
effect of a Religious Spleen , yet we know of what 
Complexion they were, who {ty1'd the miraculous ef- 
fuſions of the Holy Ghoft, Drunkenneſs, and the fumes 
of New Wine, St. Pauls Learning, and the Sobriety of 
his Reaſon, Madneſs and Diſtraftion. Sure- 
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Surely, no man can be an Heretick 1n his ſecret 
Communions with God, or a dangerous Enthuftaſt in 
his Inward Adorations : And if lome Weakneſſes have 
been found among the private Ardours of the Re- 
tird, alas! what are they, but the glorious Frail- 
ties of the Pathetic Soul, the Noble Extravagancies of 
a Seraphick Temper, and an impetuous Devotion! 

[ know there is a lower Draught of Chriſtianity 3 
but I ſpeak a prattical Myſtery ro the Wiſe, to the 
Perfect, ro the Prophets, and Sons of the Prophets , 
who know how. to be warm and affectionate in 
Religion, without being Superſt1tious , how to Adore, 
without being Idolatrous. | 
I ſpeak to you, who are plac'd in all the Circum- 
ſtances of an Extatick life; who are ſo nearly ac- 
quainted with the intelligible World , that what is 
but plain Pi&ure -to the Vulgar, is Flieroglyphick 
to you; they mult be contented with the bare Exter- 
nal View, whilſt you enrich your minds with the 
more Excellent Moral and Myſtery: To you, who 
are able to compoſe and conſecrate the Recolle- 
Etion of your Daily Studies into an Evening Hymn , 
whoſe conſtant Imployment conſiſts in ſuch an E- 
minency of Spiritual Duties , as others faintly at- 
temprt in {e]dom Feſtivals with ſecular Mixtures 
and divided Powers. To you, laſtly, who are 
perpetually attending on the Altar ; who love to 


ſpeak 


[ 26 
ſpeak of the Glory of Gods Kingdom, and to talk 
of his Power ; who are continually ſtanding before 


the Throne, having your lives hid with Chriſt in 
God,in Internal Joy, and the ſecrecies of an Incom- 


prehenfible peace; who live under ſuch an Extra- 


ordinary ſenſe of the Divine Wiſdom and Goodneſs, 
that you find it difficult to refrain from publiſhing 
his Perfe&tions continually, and from letting the 
Miſtaken world know, that it is our Priviledge , 
our Duty, and our Fxcellency, never to ceaſe from 
uttering in ſome meaſure our Gratulations and Praiſes 
here on Earth, till they Expire into Greater; till 
we arrive to thoſe Perfett Harmonies above, where 
our Glorifyd Souls and Bodies ſhall for ever dwell 
in an Eternal Triumph of Adoration and Amazement! 
where, like the voice of Trumpets, of Thunders, 
and like the noiſe of many Waters, vve ſhall for 
ever ſing Hallelujah, Salvation, and Glory, and 
Honour, and Power be tothe Bleſſed Trinity : And 
again we ſhall ſing Hallelyah ! 


FINIS. 


My LET —ARS7 Ty - ge EA T — 
r, a ® 


Ns 
Tr 7 


= * f 
LE 


["M 


Imprimatur. 


C. Alfion R. P. D. Hen. 


Feb. 8, 1685. Epiſc. Lond. a Sactis. . 


F 


ME 2 og eooeaptggn; ORY OBO LPR ; , 
? 


RT — 


A 
Solemn Humiliation 
FOR THE 


'M URDER 
K Charles 1. 


With ſome 


REMARKS 


On thoſe Popular Miſtakes, 


Concerning POPERY, ZE AL, and 
the Extent of SUBJEC TION, 
' which had afatal Influence in our 
CIVIL W ARS, 


LOND 0 N: 


| [Printed by F. Collins for W. Crooke at the Green 


| 
| 
Dragon without 7c Ap I 686, 


—_—— 


YE: 
gone PIT 


CE ES CI So>*5 


We, 


V7 =ee 


20nd OPER 


—_—_ —_— >. - —_— DN Es I IAN ——_— 


DUCKA EA - ab et ron " 


PSAL, Lizzix. V. 8. 


O Remember mt againſt Ermur Te 
- miquities! or the ee of them 
that were before us ! 


HE a PraQtices of "ET? 
lion in this our Land, ,and our 
conti nual dread of Imminent 

+ Judgments,do adda new $ eaſo- 

nableneſs to this days Humihation. And let us 
add anew vigour toour Intereedings withthe 

Almighty, to prevent thoſe Puniſhments 

which we ſo highly deſerve. 
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For we are this day met..to bewail the 
oreateſt National ſin, . except that which 
the Jews committeal in -Crucif) ng. the 
Lord of Lite. ; A fin which $4 made 
us a Scandal and a Proverb of Reproach 
to other Kingdoms, a miſerable and divi- 


ded 


[2] 


ded people within our ſelves, and a dread- 
ful Theatre of the continual Judgements of 
God. 


There was doubtleſs a general corrup- 
tion of Life and Manners that diſpoſed 
this Nation to'enter into:ſuch horrid:Coun- 
ſels, and to engage in ſuch furjous attempts : 
Luxury, Wantonneſs, negee. of Religt- 
on and wiſe Diſcipline , firſt forfeited the 
protection of Providence, and then God 
delivered up an infatuated people to their 
own Paſſions and falſe Zeals, and let them 
follow their own Imaginations. - 


It 1s indeed to no good purpoſe ( at 
teaſt in this place ) to lay the whole Guilt 
upon any particular Party amongſt us: 
That may be the buſineſs of an Hiſtorian; 
but not of a Divine : That may ſerve to 
awaken Governours ,' but will not contri- 
bute towards the attotiement of our God: 
Tliat may give Men Rules' of worldly Po- 
licy, but will never work in us a true and 
Spiritul Compunction. 
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Sharp and. eager ReflcGions' may \pro- | 
mote Revenge and Maliee,: but-will hard-" 


. ly produce a general Humiliation and  Re-' 
| pentance. Whateyer| Deſigns our. Ad- 


verſaries formed,-.we :may be ſure it was 
our Sins that gave them their Succeſs. 


The T ragedy i 1s acted, the Murder com- 
pleated, the anger of the Almighty 3 1s pro- 
voked, the Nation has finn'd, and the Na- 
tion mull repent 3 or elſe there is no- 
thing but a fearful looking for of ſwift and 
final DeſtruRion. - But O!. Remember not 
againſt us, former Iniquities / 


Ic is not requiſite at this time to engage 
in any exa&t method of Diſcourſe, the Sub- 


je& of this days Meditation being fome- 
what too big for the common Rules of 
Art: *Tis the property of _O Paſſions 
to know but lictle Order... .:. 


"The ſudden effuſions "af a pious and” 
Loyal Heart, with ſome general remarks 


on the more fatal Springs and Principles of 
B 2 Faction 


[ a 
F action and Rehellion, are more ſuitable 
to, this Solemiiity; "than the favother- com- 
poſizions of a mind at _lejfiire. 


" Let ſiich as pleaſe, ſtudy to be-Elegant: 


under the Tndignation-'of' God, and' the 


Infamy of a Kingdom; -all/that I ſhall at 


preſent attempt , ſhall be onely to mani- 
feſt an. humble apd an Holy concern in eve- 
ry, periad [ pronounce. 


' The Engliſh Nation had been long 


held in ſingular repute for their. Noble, 
their good>Natur'd,, and Loyal Courage; 
and not onely- the Nerghbouring King- 
doms, but the remoter parts of the Earth, 


had been Witneſſes. of” their unalterable 
Of to ontot ici het Whom Hoh cheer- | 


But Oy | abominaiidl is. 200k ; has 
almoſt filenced all our former, Praiſe ; and 
the Rain of this days "Murder has: caſt a 
Wemaſ on. apy ancient Ts 


How 
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How muſt we bluſh to think that it 
ſhall be always read in ſtory, How that 
Engliſh men ſtood round a Scaffold with their 
Mackets and Fawelins to guard and forward 
the Murder of their own King. 


Surely the ſtrangeneſs: of the Fact 
will make men ſuſpet the truth of the 
Hiſtory. , they will abhor the Record that 
ſhews them ſuch a Villany ! But yet does 
not this days Aſſembly, does not this pre- 
ſent Generation too truly atteſt it ? but 
can they., can all Pofterity: attone for 
it? =” 


The favour of Providence, and the Ho- 
nonur of our Country, which we have loſt 
by our Rebellions, we muſt recover by our 
Humiliations : The Vidories of the Field 
muſtbe turned into-the Repentances of the 
Temple ;- and the ative Nobleneſs of Ex- 
ploits, into: meekneſs: and ſufferings for 
Truth and Holineſs, if ever we expeCt that 
CO ſhould forget the Iniquity of this 

ay. 


Pontius 


[5] 


Pontins Pilate,willing to give ſome check 
to the importunate malice of the Jews, 
who ſo tumultuouſly demanded the Cru- 
cifixion of our Lord and Saviour, put this 
harſh and diſhonourable Queſtion to them ; 
Shall I Crucifie your King © Ne cannot be 
crucified, but vour Name alſo muſt be cru- 


cited with him, in the Superſcription of 
; his Titles ; for he ſhall be crucified the King 


of the Fews. 


So might it this day have been put to 
the Engliſh Rebels, Will you murder your 
King © the Father of your Country, the 
Vice-gerent of God, the Fountain of Ju- 
ſtice, the preſerver of your Laws, and the 
Guardian of your publick Peace and Or- 
der ? Will you murder your own moſt juſt 
and natural King?ſo Wile,ſo Meek,ſo Pious, 
and ſo Devout a King ? whom Providence & 
Succeſlion, your own Laws, : and your Con- 
ſents have eſtabliſhed in the Throne, and 
of which his own Vertues had made him 
moſt worthy? Will you murder that 
King who has parted with ſo much of his 
Pre- 
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Prerogative for your ſatisfaGion ? who has 
delivered up a moſt able Counſellor to 
your importunate and unjuſt Petitions, and 
wounded his Conſcience for your peace 
and ſafety ? who has undergone the rude- 
neſs of your Vidories, your Prifons, and 
your Mockeries of Juſtice, with the ſame 
mildneſs and conſtancy which he ſhewed 
in the fulneſs of his Empire !! who has gi- 
ven up every thing to your implacable de- 
mands, but your trueſt Liberties, your 
Laws and Rights, and your eſtabliſhed 
Worſhip ? 


But 'tis too: late now to ask the Que- 
ſtion', ' and I ſhall forbear to continue the 
Figure any longer. They have acted 
the Crime; they have brought an Eternal 
Infamy upon the Nation, an indelible blot 
upon Religion, and I fear an Hereditary 
Curſe upon this miſerable Land. 


But why ſhould thoſe be concerned in 
the trouble and confuſion of this day, who 
had no ſhare in che guilt of ic? for are there 
not many now living who may juſtly boaſt 
of. 


[8] 
of their extraordinary ſervice to that Excel- 
lent Prince, and of the honour they had of 
tuffering with him? And were not 'many 
-of us unborn when this accurſed thing was 
committed ? Yet however this was moſt 
properly a National Guilt, becauſe ſo ma- 
ny of all Orders, Ranks, and Callmgs a- 
moneſt us we.e engaged in that Rebellion 
which brought forth this execrable Fact ; 
and in ſins of this nature the Children muſt 
either inherit the Curſe, or attone for the 
Iniquities of their Fathers. 


None of us, how innocent ſoever, ei- 
ther in our own actions, or thoſe of our 
progenitors; None of us , though never 
{o Loyal, either in our Principles. or our 
Parentage , are above the reach of this 
days amazement, are beyond the neceſſity 
of this days Humiliation : For publick 
ſins, of ſuch example, ſuch ſcandal and 
contagion as this, like the firſt Rebellion of 
Man, remain a debt upon Poſterity , and 
involve more in their unhappy conſequen- 
ces, than the immediate Inſtruments them- 
ſelves, or the Off-ſpring of thoſe - = 

rſt 
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firſt ated them: For when God upon ſuch 


a provocation as this, comes to reckon with 
a Kingdom,who can eſcape the terrible Vi- 
fitation , who can abide the Almighty 
Wrath? 


They were but few in compariſon with 
the whole Body of the Jewiſh Nation, that 
were immediately concerned in putting our 
Bleſſed Saviour to death ; they were not 
many, perhaps onely a mercenary Rabble, 
who petitioned for his Cruciftxion, and un- 
dertook to anſwer all the Appeales of his 


Bloud at their own and their Childrens pe- 


ri] : Yet when the time of their Viſitation 
came (which was not till Forty years after 
the killing of their King , when perhaps 
moſt of his Murderers were dead and rot- 
ten) every Age, Sex, and Family that were 
in Feruſalem , ſharedalike in the common 
Calamity ; the Famine, the Peſtilence, and 
the Swords of the Romans had no commiſ- 
ſion to diſtinguiſh. Go 


When the Divine Vengeance for the 
Bloud: of - our Martyr will' more ſignally 
"7 C break 


ae 


break out, we know not ; and we beſeech 
the infinite Mercy it may never. Our For- 
ty years' have not yet expired, neither have 
the Romans as yet prevailed again(t us, or 
the Inundation of Sets overwhelmed us : 
How ſoon they may, he alone cah tell, who 
alone can hinder ; we have no better {ſe- 
curity left us, than ſtrong Cries, deep. Re- 
pentance , paſſionate Deprecations, O re- 
member not againſt us former iniquities ! 


But are we fit perſons to intercede ? are 
we fit to ſtand in the gap, to turn away 
the anger of the Lord, and to ſtop the 
deſtroying Angel ? Do not our continued 
provocations,, our daily repeated perſonal 
fins call for new Tadignation on us? What 
attonement_ therefore can we make , or 
wherewithal ſhall we. come before the 


Lord ? Can Intemperance {atisfie for Hy- 


pocrifte,or Prophaneſs expiate for Murder ? 
Is Sedition, and Rebellion a repenting for 
the barbarous outrages of a Civil War, or 
of this days Crime 2 Will Oaths, and Cur- 
ſes, and Blaſphemies drown the noife of 
our T crying Sings ?, Or wil the contempt ot. 
the 
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the Bloud of Chrift , be a propitiation for 
the Bloud of the Martyr. oY 


When, our late Gracious Soveraign and 
the Royal Line, were reſtored by an. ex- 
traordinary Providence,by a ſecret and won- 
derful hand ; was our gratitude rerurned 
to God with that ſobriety of Chriſtian 
Joy as became a codecans people? Ocr 
were the unquiet Zelots- of our Land leſs 
obſtinate in their Qpinions, more forward 
co remit their Scruples, or more modeſt in 
their Demands ? And have we not already 
undergone ſome remarkable inflances of 
Gods diſpleaſure for the Murder of our 
King, and the Prophanation of his reſtoring 
Mercy ? ſuch asa Forreign War, a raging 
Peſtilence, a dreadful Fire , and an actual 
Rebellion. 


As the Jews were wont to ſay, that in 
every Calamity that befel them, there was 
an ounce of the Golden Calf in it, of that 
ſhameful and Idolatrous revolt ; ſo may 
we alſo affirm, that in. every Judgment that 
oretakes us, there is an ounce of the Blond 

C 2 of 


[12] 
_ 6f the Martyr in it : or elfe why are we 

like that ſtubborn Generation , ſuch a for- 
lorn people, as to be Hardned under every 
Calamity, and to tir our moſt ſignal Mer- 
cies into the greateſt Proyocations? Why 
are we continually mutmuring, often Plot- 
ting, ſoinetimes Rebelling! Why do we 
ſhew ſo little remorſe for our preſent, for 
our former Iniquities ; for the fniquirics of 
this day ? | 


The Lord does often defer and put off 
the extremity of Temporal Judgments, to. 
ke if the next Generation will amend ; but 
i they go on in the ſame ways, if they fol- 
low their Fachets ſteps , itnitate their bad 
Exathples, and revive their ſins, then he ex- 
ecutes his Vengeance for: both: together ; 
and moſt juſtly puniſhes a people for Of- 
tences committed many years ago, becauſe 
they renew them, becauſe they-a& them 
over again, againſt greater coriviſtion,-atid 
with more obſtinacy and malice ; as alt 
muſt do, who continue Schiſmatical in the 
Church, or FaGous in the State, after ſo. 
great a light and knowledge of Trath and 
Þ | Duty, 
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Duty, and having had fo long a time, i© 
mercifal- a ſeaſon to underſtand and to a- 


mend their Ecrours. = 


Fhere were three things that were more 


_ eſpecially active and fatal in our lace Di- 


ftraQions, concerning. which ſome did wil- 
fully miſtake, though others were undonb-- 
tedly deluded. 


They were Popery, Zeal, and the extent 
of Subjeion. + | 


The notions of theſe were ſtrangely dil- 
guiſed both in mens Writings and Appre- 
henfions, the effects of theſe moſt violent 
and impious: But ſince our Reſtoration 
and ſettlement, ſince mens Spirits have been 
in ſome diſpoſition and capacity to receive 
a rational inſtruction ; all theſe things 
have been ſo-plainly declared according to 
their true nature, ſo fully ſtated as to their 
meaſure and extent', ſo frequently incul- 
cated as to their juſt and ſober uſe , that 
there is left no further pretence for Igno- 
rance or Miſtake ; that the Seditious have 
now no cloak for their Rebellion. For 


[14] 


For Firſt 1n reſpect to Popery. Men have 
been ſeriouſly adviſed not to meaſure the 
Proteſtant Religion by any peevith oppo- 
ſition to the Papiſts ; ; Nor to account every 
thing Popery that is praiſed in the Church 
of Rome; but to allow of ſuch a judicious 
diſtindtion between them, as Wiſe men 
may know what to Write for, and good men 
may know what to Dze for. 


Men have been often told, that our Re- 
formation was no mew Religion, but onely a 
neceſſary and diſcreet removal of ſome-in- 
colerable corruptions, and an eſtabliſhing 
of the old Chriſtianity taught us plainly in 
the Scriptures, and interpreted, where du- 
bious, by the ancient Fathers. 


They have been told, that i in the Refor- 
ming of this Church, all things were acted 
not by way of Anabaptiſtical Tumult and 
Rebellion, not our of a ſpirit of contradi- 
tion and furious Zeal, but by the conſul- 
tation and authority of the lawtul Pow- 
ers, and according to the juſt Liberties of a 
National Church. What 
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What fiery turbulency did men fſhew 
againſt the moderate and perpetual Epiſcopa- 
cy of this Land, as if it had been the prin-' 
cipal abomination of Antichriſt ? And yet 
the voting down of that ſo dreaded Order 
was received with a Trumph at Rome. 

What Outcries were there made , and 
with what confidence was it afjerted, that 
the chief of our Biſhops and Clergy were 
driving on a Popiſh Intereſt, when it was 
manifeſt that they were the greateſt , nay 
the onely true Champions againſt 1t ? 


As for ſome of the more eminent of 
them, when , they could no longer remain 
with any fatety in this Kingdom, where-ever 
they travelled they gallanrly maintained the 
fight. againſt the Subtleties and Corruptions 
of that Church, and like Hannibal when 
he was baniſhed from Carthage, where-e're 
they came, they juſtly raiſed . up Enemies 


to the Romans. 


Thus the renowned Brumball,, Coſons, 
and. 


[16] 
and Morley, &e. carried the War into the 
Enemies Country, were- victorious abroad, 

though contemned at home ; defended our 
Church.againſt the ſtrength and power of 
Rome, whilſt their Adverſaries went de- 
ſtroying of all Chriſtianity here, by con- 
tending with the ſhadow of Errour, by 
miſtaking the Controverſie, by ſhewing 
great violence, little Learning,noArguments. 

By cheriſhing - thoſe Diſtractions both in 
Church and State, which gave the greateſt 
blow to the Proteſtant Cauſe, and the ſu- 
reſt advantage to the Popiſh Intereſt, which 
ſtaggered the Religious, confirmed the A- 


theiſt, and made the Enthuſiaſt mad. 


Secondly, As to Zeal : That was made 
ſuch an Engine of, War, that Cromwel 
thought it the onely Expedient by which he 
could match the bravery and ſpirit of the 
Kings Cavalry ; conſidering with himſelf, 
that the Fury of that Principle wonld as 
much inſpire the Mx/titude, as Honour and 
Loyalty did the Nobles. This was his pe- 
culiar Policy, and to effec this was his fin- 
gular Art, and this was' the chicf Strata- 
gem 
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gem by which he prevailed and Rulcd ; 
for he was forced to make the Army pure- 
ly Phanatick, before he could make it tru- 
ly ſerviceable to his purpoſe, and intirely 
Hzs ; ſtill ſupplying it with Zealots of an 
Old Teſtament-Valour, and perſwading e- 
very Captain, that he was a choſen Jeh# to 
fight the Battels of the Lord. 


Sowre Paſſions, Cenſoriouſneſs, and Ma» 
lice ; Emulations, Wrath, Strife and Envy- 
ings, were the black Ingredients of their 
Zeal; whereas the true-Zeal of the Go- 
{pel is that which is guided . by Prudence, 
{weetned with Charity, tempered by Meck- 


nels. 


Falſe Zeal is the very Gall of bitter- 
neſs ; but that which is true, 1s the very 
Top and Flower of Divine Love: The 
one rages and Rebels ; the other ſuffers 
and Dies: The one calls for Fire from 
Heaven ; the other. ſends up Incenſe thi- 
ther: The one is faGiiouſly bufie in refor- 
ming of 'the State 3 the other is humbly 
imployed-in the due regulation of private 
Lite and Manners. .D It 
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If men would be truly zealous, let them 
ſhew it for Holineſs and Righteouſneſs, for 
Humility, and the decency of Publick Wor- 
ſhip. Let them ſhew it againſt Sacriledge, 
Perjury, Covetouſneſs, Hypocriſte, Rapine, 
and groſs Superſtition : Not by railing a- 

ainſt Ceremonies, cenſuring the Clergy, 
curſing the Papiſts, moving of Sedition, 
and encouraging Rebellion'; but by bro- 
therly Admonitions, ſound Reaſonings, ex- 
cellent Examples, fingular Modeſty, due 
Reverence, and Attention in our publick 
Aſſembhles, .by Praiſes, Prayers, and fre- 
quent Commumions ; by Intreaties, Tears, 
and ſolemn Humiliations , by interceding 
with the Almighty in ſtrict Faſtings, and 
fervency of Devotion ,, and by averting 
publick 'Judgements by an extraordinary 
Holineſs of Life. This is the Zeal which 
is kindled from above, which is firſt Pure, 
then Peaceable ; the other is kindled from 
below .andis earthly, ſenſual, deviliſh. 


Thirdly , The laſt thing I mentioned, 
was' the extent 'of SnbjeHion. What was 
6 more 
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more tampered 'with- in our late times, 
than the DoQrine: of Obedjence ? What 
more diſguiſed ? what Propoſition was 
accounted more contemptible than Subje- 
ion for Conſcrence ſake ® Every canceited 
Politician ſent forth his new Syſtem of Ci- 
vil Government : Every illuminated Bro- 
ther, his new Models of Chriſts Kingdom : 
every one was for erefting: an Empire for 
himſelf, and a Platform wherein :hts own 
Imaginations might rule. 


Yet when they had tried all. the ſeveral 
kinds and ſpecies of diſorder , Govern- 
ment would fall back to its old Form ; it 
could no where reſt, but upon the Baſis of 
ancient Monarchy, and pritnitive Epiſcopa- 
Cy. Re, 


Surely the ProteQors of our Liberties, 
and the Reformers of our Religion, had 
a moſt wonderful proſpe& of a laitin 
Peace in the State, and a Godly Dilcipline 
in the Church ; when the ignorance of the 
Maittitsdexnas guided by the Crafty, their 
ungovernable Paflions inflamed by 'the Re- 

D 2 vengeful, 
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vengeful, and their intolerable obſtinacy 
permitted to dictate their own Eccleſiaſtical 


Cenlures. 


But now the Edſential Properties of So- 


vercign Power , the Fundamental Laws of 


the Engliſh Monarchy , the unalterable 
Right of Succeſſion in this Hereditary 
Kingdom, and the juſt Priviledges. of the 
Chriſtian Church., bave been fo clearly 
ſtated by wile and able heads ; that they 
have left no room for Cavil, no plea for 
Ignorance, and no pardon for a malicious 


Oppolition. 
More eſpecially the unlawtulneſs of Re- 


fiftance in any caſe, and upon any pretence 
whatſoever, either Popiſh or Pharatick, has 
been fo ſtrongly aſſerted, and ſo fully eVI- 
denced through all the Scriptures of. the 
Old and New Teſtament, through the Hi- 
ſtories, Examples and Apologies of the 
Primitive times ;- by unanſ{werable poſitive 
Reaſons , by a removal of all imaginable 
ObjeQions, ind by the Conyittions of for-: 
mer and late. Experience ; that-no m_ 
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for the future can be a Rebel in this Na- 
tion, without-being either an Hypocrite or 
an Atheilt. | 


Thus you ſee with what Conſcience, 
| Learning, Enduſtry and Per{waſton , the 
Church of England has endeavoured to dil- 
pel all the miſts of former Darkneſs, to 

take away all materials for- Sedition, and 
| to make all her Members Religious, Wiie, 
and Peaceable ! 


Eſpecially Religious, for the truly Pious 
will undoubtedly be truly Loyal; they will 
find ſufficient buſineſs with their own 
Souls, to keep them from a Factious enqui- 
ry into the miſcarriages of the State ; by 
ſtudying their own Tnfirmities, - they will 
be more tenderly ſenſible of the Tempta- 
tions of an higher ſtation; they will weep 
and mourn for thoſe defeats, which God; 
when we deſerve it, will amend. 


The Lord deliver. our moft Gracious 
Soveraign and his good Subjects, from that 
corrupt Brood of pretended Loyaliſts,who 
blaſ- - 
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blaſpheme God , ſwagger for the King, 
curſe his Enemies, and damn themſelves ! 
This is not Loyalty, but phrenſie; either 
the voice of Flattery high-ted, or the Ra- 
vings of a feavered Valour. 


Loyalty is a Virtue as calm as any of 
the Duties of Religion; Tis Brave, Mo- 
deſt, and Invincible; 'tis ſeated more in 
the Judgement and Conſcience, than in the 
Imagination and heat of Bloud : 'Tis the 
higheſt degree of Humane gratitude tem- 
pered with great awe and reverence : Tis 
that' which would make a man Pious, Juſt, 
and Sober, were it onely to bring down a 
Bleſſing on his King, and on his Nation. | 


Neither is it a Scheme of Policy in the" 
Brain that will make a Chriftian-Stateſman 
but 'tis the Oracle of Truth and Righte- 
ouſneſs in the Breaft, that will make his 
Counſe] proſper and his Wiſdom ſhine. 
He alone is beſt able to give his Prince a 
. found Advice, and he f at has the beſt 
courage io to do, who has firſt bepg'd it 
himfelf on his Knees of God : He who 

z has 
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has lain proſtrate before the Almighty in 
Humility and Contrition, 1s the fitteſt to 
ſtand up againſt the Torrent of a Faction, 
or the Inſinuations of a flier Party. Thar 
Magiſtrate who converſes moſt with God, 
will like Moſes, have moſt Divine Autho- 
rity in his looks ; he will be the moſt pro- 
per perſon to ſtand in the gap, and to turn 
away the deſtroying Angel, 


But ſtil] give me leave to ask that Hun- 
bling Queſtion : Is this Nation likely to 
atone for former Iniquities, that is ſcarce fen- 
ſible of their daily Tranſgrefſions? What 
ſolemn Humiliation can be expected from 
thoſe who confeſs their preſent ſins with- 
out Contrition ? who pray without Devo- 
tion ? Who praiſe God without AﬀeGtion ? 
And read the Scriptures without Faith and 
Obedience ? 


When our fins have ſeparated between 
us and our God, and our Iniquities have 
hid his Face from us that he will not hear, 
becauſe our hands are defiled with Bloud ; 
then 'tis not a melancholy look, the abate 
ment 
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-mrent of a Meal, and a formal attendance 
on divine Offices, that will break our Cords 
aſunder, and appeaſe an Almighty Reven- 
ger. An extraordinary affliction of Soul 
can onely waſh out an extraordinary guilt. 


Is not this the Faſt which IT bawe choſen e 
ſaith the Lord by his Prophet 1/azab , 
Chap. 458. v. 6, 7. to looſe the bands of 
wickedneſs, to undo the heavy burthens, and 
to let the oppreſſed go free, and that ye break, 
every yoke £ but that of Government : Is 
it not to deal thy bread to the hungry, and 
that thou bring the poor that are caſt out 
to thy houſe © When thou ſeeſt the naked, that 
thou cover him ; and that thou hide not thy 
ſelf from thine own fleſh * Ts 1t not to be- 
waile thoſe Diviſions which this Church lies 
under, and thoſe continual Diſcontents 
which diſorder this State and Government ? 
s it not to forſake thole reigning Sins 
which call down heavy Judgements on us; 
or which perhaps 15 worſe , withdraw the 
Mercy of an afflicting Hand , and make 
us moſt unworthy of them! Is it not to 
practiſe that ſincere Piety towards _ 
tnact 
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that religious Loyalty to our King , that 
Charity to our Neighbour, that Tempe- 
rance, Moderation, and Contentedneſs to- 
wards our elves, as alone can make us 
the Objects of Gods pardoning Mercy ? 
Is it not that the Prieſts of the Lord ſhould 
weep between the Porch and the Altar, 
and with inceſſant Supplications cry, Spare 
thy people, O Lord, and give not thine 
Heritage to reproach ; ? Be not wrath very 
ſore, O Lord, neither remember this days 
Iniquity for ever ! 


Behold, ſee, we beſeech thee ; we are 
all thy people! how long wilt thou be an- 
gry with thy people that prayeth? We 
are that ungratetul Remnant which thou 
haſt made remarkable throughout the world 
by thy Mercies and thy Judgements ! 


Thou haſt reſcued us from Superſtition 
and Enthuſiaſm , and haſt eſtabliſhed the 
pureſt part of thy Religion amongſt us ! 
_ thou haſt confirmed it to us, not onely by 
the Bloud of its firſt profeſſors, but by 
that of a moſt meek and glorious King. 

E Behold . 


* 
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Behold, O Lord, ſee, ſee, how we are 
this day united to implore thy Mercy, and 
not as once to call down thy wrath and In- 
dignation upon us ! we are engaged in no 
other Conſpiracy now , but that of belteg- 
ing thy Throne of Grace ! 


Thou hadſt continually a truly Religi- 
ous and Loyal people in this Land, who 
utterly abhorred the bloudy Act of this 
day, and all the accurſed tendencies. to- 
wards it | And as for the deluded Multi- 
#4de, O pardon them Lord, pardon them, 
for whom our Saviour prayed ; for whom 
our Martyr prayed ; O pardon them , be- 
cauſe they knew not what they did 


Though our Kalender i red with this 
days Action, yet our Chronicle ſhines with 
this days Example : there Meekne(s, Humi- 
lity, Patience, Charity and Conſtancy ſet 
triumphant. 


It was the honour of Conftantine's Reign, 


that he was converted to the Chriſtian. 
Faith. 


[27 ] 
Faith. Renowned were thole Emperonrs 
who afterwards proteGed it by their whole- 
ſome Laws and Edifs : Bleſſed and thrice 
bleſſed were thoſe Princes who gave Au- 
thority to it by their admirable Lives and 
Examples : But for a King to fall a Sacri- 
ce for it; to Live in all its alive Datzes, 
and Die in all its paſſeve Grates ; this is 
onely to be met with in the Engliſh An- 
nals ; this is. onely to be read in the Pro- 
teflant Dypticks ; this is the -peculiar Tri- 
umph of our Church , and the Univerſal 
glory of Chriſtianity at large. 


Let us therefore deeply Repent for this 
days ſad occaſion, and then praiſe the Al- 
mighty for this days glorious Event ! Let 
our Humiliations wear out the black guilt of 
this days Crime , and our Lives copy out 


the Example of this days Martyr. 


Then may we recover the favour of 
Heaven, and either cancel all the commil- 
ſjoned Judgements againſt us, or improve 
them into Mercies ! 


Then 


E 2 
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in Church and State ; a Royal Prieſthood, 

an holy Nation :; then may we ſpread our 
Fame to the uttermoſt parts of the Earth, 

and the purity of Chriſts Religion with it ! 
then may we remain a ſtanding Bulwork 
againſt the Policy of Rome, and teach ſome 
Proteftant Churches a Dodetrine which they 
have not yet compleatly learnt, The true 
and Catholick Subjection to the Soveraign 
Powers. 


Then may we become an united people 
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TE TS A SRI 
' Why do the Heathen rage and the peo- 
ple Imagine a vain thing? 


—-*His Pſalm, as well as many 

' other which were compo- 

ſed by the Prophet David, 

hath a double meaning ; both literal. 

and myſtical: The one relating, to 

himſelf, and the Hiſtory of his own 

life; the other relating to Chriſt, and 
the Propheſie of his Kingdom, 

As it relates to himſelf ; we have 
the people of 1ſrael, and the Heathen 
_ that were round them, conſpiring a- 
gainſt his Government ; T be T aber- 
nacles of Edom, and tbe Iſhmaelites , 
of Moab, and the FHagarens; Gebal, 
and Aramon, and Amaleck; the Phi- 
liftins with the Inhabitants of Tyre; 

B Aſlur, 


LE) 
Aflur alfo-2nd the Children of Lot , 
Plal.83.6.. &c. ap 

All theſe n Nations vere confe- 
derate againſt the Lord, and againſt 
his anointed; they were ſo vain as to 
attempt the Alteration of the Decrees 
of Heaven; whilſt he who fate there, 
laugh'd thm to ſcorn and had them in 
derifton- "Their confuſions did-enly 
_— his Providence more conſpieu- 

. for notwithſtanding all their u- 
ce Countlels, and tumuſcuary rage, 
Dixvid wasnot only King i in Hebron, 
but in Jeruſalem too. = 

| Tho' they rage, tho' they medli- 
tate,” tho they "conſult, tho' they 
conquer, ' and proſper for ſome time; 
yet have | ſet my King npon' my Ys: 
ty Hill of Ston, v 6.' 

As *tis- a Propheſie, and relates to 
the Kingdom of Chriſt, we have the 
fill Chunſtans comforting themſelves 

with 


(C3) | 
wich this PhInzoimd® by ri "Sttraor- 

Hnary Spirfir" applying it! —_ 
fant” Coneetns;. 1A R3£2F,1 Bling of. 
far'd - that av meither Herod ,: * 10r 
Pontims Pilate. \ſo neither the Gontiler, 
Hor « the People of Ifradl! tonld Prevail 
againſt the Holy ' Child Jeſus: And 
about three hundred years afterwards 
- thewhole propheſie of this Plalmiyas 
more eminently falflF d, when Chri- 
ſtianity became the Religion of the 
Empire; when hotwithſtanding - the 
malice of the 7ews'and'Hereticks; and 
the ten Perſecutions of-the Fheathen 
Emperors, like the ten Natipnsconfe- 
derate againſt David; the Kings and 
Judges of the Farth, became wile and 
inſtructed, kils'd and Ador'd the'Son 
of i'God.'/ and the Holy Ckild Jeſus 
prevail 4 fo far, till at extent of his 
Enemies, was turn'd into the _ 


of hisThericance; CG CAN :; 
B 2 | ' From 


.. _ FR 

ic Fxom;;the; opening-.of :the-Plalm, 
you, yourſtice will feredero make 

this Natual refleRion, that-nopaſſions 

*tho' never 1o furioully.raging; and 
*no. Imaginations,.tho never 1o- cun- 
*ningly contriv'd, are likely to prevail 
long againſt aGovernment and a Re- 
* Iigion . approv*d of, and eſtabliſh'd 

*by. God, 

You cannot but apply this obſer- 
vation to-the occaſion of the day, 
and. find the Truth of it moſt evi- 
dently confirmd-by the great Revolu- 
tion.in this Kingdom, and by your 
own- E xperieuce.  _ 

-  As:this-Plalm is a propheticalpiece 
of Scripture, it holds infallibly true, 
of nothing. but the Univerſal.Church 
of Chtiſt 3 bur. yet parucular Chur- 
_ ches and. Nations may. apply it as. a 
Dsitrine of Providence-; and: none 
more properly than, we, who- have 
Gwe e a 


i 


T""_—_ 

+ Monarchy moſt Providentially Di- 
vine,as Divine as can be made without 
dnimmediate deſignation fromGod ; 
and aReligionas pureas Revelation it 
felf: It being-nothing but the Holy 
Hcriptures with the , beſt interpretati- 
ons, and thoſe guarded with. ſome 
few prudential lamits; which the ig- 
norant have .complain'd of; the malt- 
cious have diſturbed ; but which the 
wiſeſt have ever approvd, and the 
| bumble love to practice, 

Could Men ever imagine , that. 
things, ſo piouſly and ſo: judiciouſly 
{cttled; ſhould not be the care of Pro» 
vidence one day, as they had beenrhe 
long contrivance of it? _ - 

Had our Government and Church 
always continued, according to: their 
firlt eſtabliſhment, without any: altera- 
tion or diſturbance, we might have 
been fortunateand at ae, have lacri- 


fied. 
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fic'd toour own Nets, and beetrproud 
of them, as if they: had:beer6ue.own 
[dventions;; but:we'had rieverforwell 
knowr thei more remote and-inwatd 
wotth; or that the favour: of Gud 
was fo mingled with'them: But riow 
they have been try;d and ſearch'd/by 
the malice of Devils:, and the ſubtil- 
ty of men, and in all this winnowing 
there was found bur lirtle Chaff, they 
arereturn d to us with their my 
more diſcover'd, and a ſecond appro- 
bation of Heaven. 

He who reads our Crvil Wrme ay 
lay afide all the Hiſtories of | Greeks 
aunt Romans, Turks and T artars, and 
not mils any one extravagance of 
humane Barbarity : For there he may 
find the utmoſt Force and guile "of 
paſſon and hypocrife; cruelty and 
Enthuſtalm working together ; and 

that not only in fingle inſtances, bur 
under 


_—_—  —  —_— 


anger: 'a- publick National matiage- 
ment; not as the produd of feveral A- 
ges,butof one fitja}l[ Circuit of years. 
* Fherthe may ſee with what noiſe 
and clamours the Laws were filenc'd : 
with what fury and ignorance the 
multitude decreed Juſtice, With 
what pretended Treaties and Pacifica- 
tions: the Armies were inflam'd, and 
the diffterencesalways widen'd: With 
what. eager hoſtility , and open de- 
ſtrucion, R ebellous Subjects were 
for preſerving their King: With what 
zeal and faſting Religion was baniſh'd 
out of the Land: With what Ty- 
ranny therr precious liberty was le- 
curd; and with what unheard of im- 
politions they were eas'd'of- Taxes: 

T here he may read of the moſt fo- 
lemn ſanity robbing of God : Of the 
devoutelt eyes fix d upon the Chur- 
ches patrimony ; Of Prayers offer d up 


ro 
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CEP, 
to Heaven , worſe than- downright 
Blaſphemy : Of the rankeſt perjury 
{crupling a lawful Oath: Of Atheiſts 
fighting for Religion ; and Hea- 
thens for the pure. Goſpel of Chriſt : 
Qt Treachery undermining perfidi- 
ouſnels; Of Hypocriſie groaning a- 
gainſt Lewdneſs: Of Sacriledge ab- 
horring Idolatry; and of a Covenant 
made with Hell. NAY 
Certainly that late Rebellion was 
the moſt bulte Scene of the Devils 
 Tragi-Comedy here on Earth, and 
he can hardly furniſh out ſuch ano- 
ther : It greater Judgments are alloted 
for Poſterity, ſome other Angels ſure 
muſt fall from a higher Sphear, to 
add new malice unto Hell, and make 
that direful Poliry more Inteligent in 
milchiek, bs 

There were ſom2 good Perſons in 
.thoſe times, who lookr upon this Na- 
tion 
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tion as under a dreadful Anathe- 
maj as excommunicated by God , 
and deliver'd over to Satan: And 
that which made it manifeſt, that we 
were-only to be ſeverely diſciplin'd, 
and not deſtroy'd, was this.; that at 
the ſame "time when there was the 
bigheſt Villany im this Land ; there 
was the higheſt virtue too: The re- 
bellious party fought their King in- 
to that glory, which they never de- 
fignd him : Every Vidory they 
wan, placd anew Star in his Breaſt : 
They overcame his forces, and he | 
their injuſtice : T hey were more prof* 
perous, and he more patient: They 
got the Field, and he an everlaſting 
Crown. 1 

Thus will our Engliſh Annals 
ſtand checquer'd to the end of Ages, 
. with the blackeſt Degeneracy of the 

'worlt of Traitors, and the whitecft 
ON inno- 
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(10). 
innocency of the beſt of Princes. 

Nay for- all that we know, this 
Iſland may be always noted for: its 
tw) contrary Rivers, vis. the fizrceſt 
torrent of Rebellion, and the No- 
bleſt tide of Loyalty, which in the 
late V Vars were moſt conſpicuouſly 
ſeen together. 

And tho' the Loyal Stream ran 
under ground for ſome few years., 
yet it ſoon came up again and fill d 
its (_hanel with a falent and an even 


_ courſe; and may it for ever flow with 


equal peace and plenty.; for ever keep 
within its knowa and certaia Banks 
of ancient Monarchy, of primitive 
and old Chriſtianity, - 
If we except the p-ople of Iſrael, 
who were Givernd by a. 1 beocraſee, 
never any Nation could boalt of a 
more remarkable T heater of the Pro- 
vidence of God, then whar this. day 


afforded, | E he. 


(1) - 

The paſſions of men were worn 
out with their own Rage : Their i- 
maginations were grown ifick of new 
Models and experiments of Empire: 
Anarchy had changd thro” all its 
monſtrcus ſhapes: A mbition was ei- 
ther divided into proportional parts ; 
or loſt its force in unweildy matter : 
The Spirit of uſurpation by often 
ſhifring was become dead, and vapid ; 
and there was no Novelty of Set 
or Rebellion to captivate the Peo- 
ple : No one pretender had ſtrength 
enough to get uppermoſt, but only 
juſt fo much as might keep another 
back 

So perplex'd were the Civil af- - 
- fairs with various and contrary mo- 
tions, ſo diſpos'd were the Hearts of 
| many for their old Government : So 
ſtupify'd were the guilty T raitors , 
and amar'd like diſcover'd Cheats : 
C2 90 
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fo infatuated were the Councels of 
the publick, and the Rage of the 
multitade ſo becalm'd, that the Re- 
ſtauration of the King ſeem'd at that 
junQure of time the only effc&in the 
whole order of Providence ready to 
drop-ripe from its cauſes. by the laſt 


humane endeavour: T hat moſt happy. 
Enterpriſe being. unzxpeRedly beſet 
with fuch cloſe circamitances from a 
| Divine hand, that for its accom- 
pliſhmenc it feem'd to require not fo 


much the experience and wiſdom of 
an able Cauncel, as the ready com- 
plyance of an honeſt mind, that wills 
as God would have it: *7 was like the 
Rational Choice of an cbje& appzar-- 
ing every way true and Good, and. 
highly elisihle, where there is nothing 
to {uſp:nd or divert the conſent, bur 
| the frowardneſs-or obſtinacy of free- 
will.. //by tberefore did: the Heathen 


rage 


£3) : 
rape, or the people ' imagine a vain 
ebmg? oe 
For thus we fee how vain the i- 
maginations of thoſe” 'men are, who- 
ſet themſelves againſt eftablith'd Con- 
ſtitutions, and the - decrees -of | Hea- 
ven : how their machinations” unra- 
vel into folly ; and ſhame and diſho-- 
nour are their [aft promotion, 
How God permits the wicked to 
build a large Pile upon the Sand, that 
the ruine may be great and confpicu- 
ous: Fo ere a TI ower of ambition, 
that he may mingle confufion with: 
all ſach proud arrempts : And that 
when fach iudgments are in theearth ' 
the inhabitants thereof may” learn 
Righteouſnefs : May tremble to re- 
peat that abominabls fin, on which 
the Lord perhaps bas executed but: 
half of his Vengeance yet; even as 


to this Lite, 
The- 


(0) 
The Alwighty has been pleas'd to 
let this Nation {ce the utmolt of Re- 


bellious. Projefs, whither they -tetd, 


what they produce, and what is the 
fruirof the moſt proſperous ſedition : 
T bat no well meaning Pexſon:can &= 
ver;be ingagd on ſuch a deſperate 
deſii ign again, for which there is now 
no Colour, no Apology left ; that 
henceforth , whoſoever reſt ts his 
King, ay firſt rencunce his God: 
I know not what refle&tions thoſe 
ſufferers might have, who died in the 


' midnight of the late confuſions, who 


{avv the/7per faltned to the Govern- 
ment, but did not live to ſee it ſhaken 
oft: but vve have ſeen the operation, 
of the Lord, aud by Events have 
read the main deſigns of Providence: 
that had God permitted the Pacifi- 
cations and Treaties to have taken e£ 


fe, the Monarchy had been divided 


and 


#5) 
al deſtroyed, and the: Proteitant 
Religion had am gaſping iwourkatid:; 

We had loft an example of the high- 
eſt Chriſtian - Virtues, an example 
worth: ajl the Jeſolation we .under- 
went; and which nothing bur great 
Calamity could have perfected. and To 

niſh d. 

Many, infurre&ions/ were: m made:, 
many generons attempts to -reCover 
the Crown, but God would not prof- 
per 7wpatient Loyalty:; He 'reſerv d 
the managment and the Honour to 
himſelf ; and when all humane -poli: 
cy lay 35 it were dead, he came forth; 
made his. Arm bare, and brought 
about the wonderful Event. 

He gave us a King, who; weare 
ſure was his peculiar gift, becaule 
he came adorn'd with all thoſe graci- 
ous qualities, and all thofe ſoveraign 
Virtues, which this.diſtemper'd King- 


dom: 


( 16) 
dom fo much wanted, and which our 
ruling, Rebels had not0 apply.. 

Th ey bred and countenancd a. 
ſpawn of Secs, He prattic'd and e- 
{tabliſh'd - an uniform Religion: 
T bey were moſt Tyrannous: He moſt 
merciful : Zhey delighted in perfidi- 
ouſneſs, W ar,and Blood ; He intruth, 
and peace, and Love: They promo- 
ted ignorance, and hated. fearning ; 
He cheriſh'd all ingenious Arts and 
uſeful knowledge: T bey were impla- 
cable and revengetul; He made good 
Nature the Charader of his people, 
and the Ambition ot his Court : He 
planted where they had pluck'd up; 
Fe built, where they had demoliih'd : 
| He every way repair'd the Raines 
of 'the Civil War: - 

He was a gentle balm to heal our 
mutual wounds : The only Temper 
{or a dt vided Kingdom to unite in: 


He 


_ (07) 
He remain'd: in baniſhment till the 
; extreme miſery ofthe Nation. made 
-him the .cboice of his very Enemies; 
and;;then the Mountebanks of State 
reſign'd .up tohis Cure the deſperate 
Diſeaſe. . -: 

He was the delight of our Eyes, 
the breath of our Noſftrils, the glad- 
neſs of our hearts He was our won- 
der and our love; -our deareſt' King, 
our Father, and our Friend. 

Ic is not cali ie to determine whether 
we receiv'd him with greater Joy, 
or were depriv d of him with greater 
grief: He came inwith all the ſhoxts 
and acclamations of his people : : He 
departed with all . their Srghs and 
Groans 

Bur has God forgotten to be gra- 
cious ? and with bim has he ſhur+ up 
all his loving kindneſs; No: He is 
molt propitions Rill ; we: may bchold 

D him 


Ow») 
him working a moſt plain and viſible 
recompence to Charles the Martyr, 1n 
his extraordinary Providence to his 
 Pofterity here on earth; in that he or- 
dain'd, and hath throy* many Oppo- 
fitions now effected, that two of bis 
Sons ſhould fit in peace upon bit T brone. 
In that he hath ſo eminently bleſfs'd 
the Succeſſion with a brave and a re- 
|» ſolute Prince, who hasa Souladorn'd 
with all thoſe regal qualities, which 
are adapted for the humours which 
he governs, and for the times in 
which he reigns. 

W hatever the perſwafions of our 
gracions Sovereign are, in ſome par- 
ticular Points of Faith, or modes of 
Worſhip different trom us ; yet 
when we deſerve it, God: will make 
him wholly ours. 

However, rhis is moſt evident to 
all that know bim well; * that the 

_ good 


' "Ix Þ 

* goodneſs of his inclinations is 
00: {tri for the licentiouſneſs 
"of the. Roman Caluifts ; the 
* mildnefs of his temper very con- 
*trary 'to :'the cruelcy of their 
*Zealots ;: andthe greatneſs of his 
* Spirit moſt oppoſite to the ambiti- 
*ous defigns of the Court of Rome. 


| | bv; 02 $ERA97 i | 
' He has been' pkeasd to pro- 
miſe, to promiſe often, and to 
pals. his Royal word, for. the 
maintaining of our Religion, but 
he expects we ſhould live up to 
it; for he has not engag'd to. 
maintain our hypocriſee : If we 
truly value our kelivion, Tet us 
ſhow it by ovir diligence, by our 
zeal; by our proficiency in all 
ſolid Virtue, and by our emi- 
nency in all good example. 


Da We 


(20) 

We havelutliciently confirm'd 
the Loyalty of our Principles by 
arguments and diſputes, let ns 
now eſpecially adorn them with 
our practice, and add -the, laſt 
hand. to! their: perfeQion; by :obr 
humble actions and. behaviour, 2 


God has now / given u us an Op- 
portanity , !ket. us manage. it - with 
that prudent fj implicity, and holy. 
V Viſdom ;| with that” humble: 
but yet iminoveable; integrity, [as 
may -give God- his Glory, Sindi 
part all our Enemies; fo: ka 10N;: 

TOUT 9 -05nern 

'R Smembie}} as the] perſt&; 
Gubjefiop to Kings | is the Glo 
of. the Proteſtant 1Gauſs ; ani that: 
he that-is Seditions.is an|Apoſtate! 
to the- Religion' of f this Kingdom, 


| be. 


C21) 
os his. EEG never Jos: devout: 
ft tHovicter God!: :n; Hig J: 
may over-rule Events; 2@rura! the 
hearts.rof Kings as'it ſeetneth good 
ro! himy\-yet twrsi'tis n6:fach po- 
ry yo Proteſtane Cauſe, .and-no 
reati policy. m a! le, that the 

fould fo ord nr a Sue. 
ceſhoni of :3njur'd Princes ,- who 
mult forgive. before they govern: 
How::cani{uch Subjeas: ever think 
ro: merit of '1cheir King, whetrall 
their [future Services can | hardly 
expiate? when: they make it ſo'dit- 
ficulea: matter ro'diſtinguiſh, whe- 
ther they are rruly: Loyal,or wh ether 
they-are:only hes in the ings. of 
bis: Hower.. Tar 

' Surely our: Republica Fnemies 

So f{Soet | 1 mig ht: 


might. be cantent :t0::be-. quict afe 
ter ſo many, and fo frenal De- 

onfirations gull that: God: 1 with 
us of a.;truth; and! hath-not on- 
ly-given, us our Goſpel but our 
Low :\ Since he hath made: it fo: 
, evident, not only to all - baughty 
©ſurpers,, by the revolution of this 
Day ; . but- tor: all | the »+framers: of 
New Politicks, by the peripicuous 
and undeniable reaſons of. our mul- 
tiply'd Writings and  Diſcourkes ; 
*that the Engliſh Monarchy is not 
© a model of the Brain, or a few 

* conſequences drawn from an at- 
| © fected {peculation of : Humine 
*Nature; but a form of Govern- 
*ment ſuited to the' genius of a 
* wife and Loyal People, founded 
*on a Power derivd from God, 
©politically.. guarded! by a : publick 

F 1ucceſſive 


| (23) 
{facceſiive>::Bradence, and - -pror 
*nounc'd good: by the a 
© of many: xagess "0 


_And ſhall lin of ach 
hereditary wiſdom and ſtrength be 
made the ſport of every Dema- 
gogue,that dares be eloquent againſt 
the Laws. and loves to 'ride u 
the patlions of the Croud? The 
worlt I wiſh all fach is this, that 
it may ever be the peculiar Prero- 
- gative of | this Government and 
Church: to make even thoſe bappy 
that: would aefirey them both, 


Ww hat hall we retidue unto the 
Lord for all his benefits; what re- 
turns ſhall we make for his Gonti- 
nual protections, for our Redemp- 
tion on this day. 


Had 


< I) 

.:-Had:1 we no:revelitionto- guide 
our worlhip'and'to raiſe |6un grati- 
tude, the very peruſal of:the Hi 
ſtory of our late times might do 
it; VVe.might repeat the Miracles 
which..God:chath wrought for us, 
0- quicken our obedience and De- 
vation,for he hath not dealt ſo-with 
any, of .the Nations which are 
round us,neirher have they had ſuch 
Experience of his care. 


But not our Arm; 1 not our po- 
wer bath:,gotten theſe victories ; 
nor for-oug #Righteonſneſs dothchis 
Land flouriſh ; the Lord himſelf 
hath wrouphr theſe wonders' for 
his Name ſake, that it thighrenot be 
polkited/among the Hedthon and 
- f we our f{clves' pollute it, whas 
{hall ſuch Sinners appear ? 

| [ve If 


ps 

0 we: = have” him Gill to 
be our God: 'we* mult! refolve to 
be his ozople; to be-as peculiar in 
our duty as he is in his bleſsings : 
Otherwiſe, his mercies are our: ſe. 
vereſt Judgments ; ; and our proſpe- 
rity only firs us for his: final venge- 
ance. 
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TO THE 
Very Worthy STEWARDS 


OF THE 


Hampſhire Feaſt. 


Sir Benjamin Newland, | Col. William Beefton, 


Thomas Tutt Fq; Mr. Thomas Hobbs, 
Mr. Henry Howell, | Mr. Gabriel Fones, 
Mr. Fonah Mapleton, Mr. Fobn Clement, 

Mr. David Feilder, | Mr. John Pinck 


Much Honoured Gentlemen, | 
OU are but juſt Eas'd of 
your Stewardihips,and have 
taken a greater Trouble upon 
you, of being Patrons to this Diſcourſe 
which I fear will hardly find ſo kind 
an Acceptance as you were pleaſed 
to beſtow upon it: For it is ſeldom 
known, that Men love to find Bad 


Manners ſeverely Tax'd, unleſs they 
them= 


The Epiſtle Dedicatory, 
themſelves are in a good meaſure Ty 
- wa Or in a ready Diſpoſition to be 
ſo. 

I look'd upon my Text as an ad- 
mirable 4bridgment, of the pureſt Mora- 
lity ofthe Antient Philoſophers ; and 
that St. Paulhad an Eyeto their Wri- 
tings, ſeem'd very probable to me, 
by his making a particular mention 
of their Chief Subject, Yirtue; and 
their moſt Celebrated Motive,Praiſe; 
this prevail'd with me to have ſome 
regard even to their Rules, in my Di- 
 rections - about Manners; which I 
hope were not altogether improper 
for the Moderating the Follities of a 
S$hrove=-Tueſday, though they were not 
ſevere enough to improve the Peni- 
tential Sorrows of a Lent. 

Any one of the Parts might have 
ſupply'd me with a jy Diſcourſe ; but T 
was willing to hint ſome of the more 
remar=- 


The FEpiflle Dedicatory, 
remarkable Yirtues and Vices of Common 
Converſation, and to leave the reit to 
your larger Obſervations, and grea- 
ter Experience m the World _ 
Well Gentlemen, I may without: 
Flattery commend you for your ex- 
traordinary Management of your. 
Publick Feaſt ; for you were the firſt 
that ever ſhew'd mean Exa# Order and 
Decence in a Rejoycing Multitude.. The 
moſt Ungovernable thing that I per= 
ceivd, ( for it was that which gave : 
me the firſt rr was in the Loud 
Expreſſions of © your "Lyaly : and. 
thatTI ſuppoſe is now the only Tymuls,. 
which your Excellent City will allow 
of. 
May your moſt Generous Deſions - 
proſper, your Chriſtian Charity flou= 
_riſh, your private Friendſhips increaſe, 
and your United Loyaltz remain for 
everfirm: May you bring Honour 
ro 


The Epiſtle Dedicatory. 

mo Charch, and to your Kinzdon , 
and may you never want a Bleſſing 
and. Succels in your particular n- 
pleyments : May you continue to Re= 
ſpe&t your Clergy, as they are ever 
mindful of your Trueſt [ntereſt : And 
may all our Enemies wonder at our 
Love, dread our Meekneſs, and imitate | 
our Charity: Whichis the hearty wiſh 
of your 


Moſt Sincere and Humble Serwant | | 


THo. MAanNyNGHAM, 
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Prairie. Chap. 4.v.8. 


Finally, Brethren, whatſoever things 
are True, whatſoever things are 
Honeſt, whatſoever things are Fuſt, 
whatſoever things are Pure, what= 
ſoever things are Lovely, whatſoever 
things are of Good Report ; if there 
be any Virtue,if there be any Praiſe, 
think on theſe things. 


HE Apoſtle St. Paul having laid 
down 1n this Epiſtle, the more 
Solemn Rules of our Religious 
Converſation ; {ſuch as are to 

build men up into Vnity, Love, Humility, 

Perfection, Heavenly Mindedneſs, Moderati- 

on, and Equanimity, Conſtancy, and Perſeve- 

rance, with Continual Supplications and 

Thanksgivings ; He ſums up in this verſe 

> = the 


[2] 
the more Comprehenſive Rules of Vniver- 
ſal Goodneſs ſuch as relate to Truth, Juſtice, 
Venerableneſs, or Decence, Purity, Lovelineſs, 
or whatever things are Commendable and 
Praiſe-worthy: Theſe he enforces upon 

our Conſideration and Practice, by the ge- 
neral Motives of Virize and Praiſe; Motives, 
which did uſually prevail among the more 
Civitl and the Wiſer Heathen. Upon this 
account, I ſuppoſe, I ſhall not be very wide 
of the Apoſtles meaning, if in my preſent 
Diſcourſe I ſuit theſe Ryles to. the due re- 
oulating of our Ordinary Converſation : 
which cannot be {ſuch as becomes Chriſtians, 
unleſs it do ſome way or other promote 
| Virtue, Sincerity, and Purity of Manners , 
[- ſevere Juſtice, real Charity, and ſolid Diſ- 
| cretion, in all our Undertakings, Imploy- 
mefits, and Conferences; in all our Re- 
laxations and Diyerſions. 


I It is preſum'd both by the Church and 
the "a4 that theſe Voluntary Societies and 
Combinations had their firſt Inſtitution, and 
have their Annual Celebration for the en- 


couraging and maintaining of the truly 
Noble 


( 3] 


Noble and Chriſtian As of Charizy, Loy- 
alty, & Friendſhip : But yet there isa great 
Caution requir'd (and I humbly conceive 
you have placed me here to mind you of 
it) that the Feſtival part of theſe ſo-Com- 
mendable Meetings, do not degenerate in- 
to Seditious or Prophane Diſcourſes , -into 
Luxury or Strife >, Wantonneſs or filthy 
Jeſting ; but that theſe Provincial Solem- 
ities may be always manag'd with. that 
Sobriety, Decence, and: Circumſpedion, 

that they may be as pleaſing to-God , as 
they are Acceptable to Men ; and that they 
may in ſome meaſure- reſemble the antient 
Love = Feaſts of the Primitive Church ; 

where good Chriſtians conſpir'd only to be 
obedient to the Empire , and made their 

care of Diſcipline and good Manners their 
chiefeſt Entertainment. 


In order to this, I ſhall endeavour to enlarge 
a little on thoſe Excellent Rules of Chrifd. 
' an Behaviour, which the Apoſtle has here 

drawn into a Compendium 3; that they may 
be as it were a Moral Opiate to mingle with 


your Wine, your Muſick- and your Mirth 
B 2 that 


[4] 


that you may depart with as much Tempe- 

rance as you now meet ; full of Love and | 

of Good Works ; and that you be talk'd of 

for nothing more than the /argeneſs of your 
' Charity. 


Let us therefore conſider, how that 
Chriſtianity 1s not only a peculiar way of 
Worſhiping God, contrary to all other Re- 
ligions ; but that it is the moſt certain,uni- 
verſal, and moſt powerful method of ma- 
king all Mankind Virtuous, Wile, Loving, 
and highly Beneficial to each other ; that 
it does not oblige us wholly to retire and 
ſeparate from the world, but to fit our ſelves 
as ſoon as we can to converſe in it with In- 
nocency, Prudence,and Safety ; and having 
better'd our own Tempers , to make them 
Inſtrumental to the improvement of others. 


1. Therefore whatſoever things are True, 
Real, or Sincere , ought to be promoted in 
our common Converſation. 


There is nothing more ſuitable to the 
Nature of Man;than plain and open Truth ; 
| his 


[51 
his mind is covetous of all juſt and faithful 

: Informations, that he may build up a know- 
ledge firm and ſecure,and ſuch as may con- 
tinually ſupply him with Maxims of Wil- 
dom, and prudent rules of lite. 


When Man , through the ftrength and 
violence of his Paſſions, and the weak be- _ 
ginnings of his Reaſon, which very much 
depends on Senſe and Imagination, 1s Iyable 
to Error, even under the cleareſt I1ght, and 
ſureſt principles ; how injurious 1s it to 
him-, to have his Underſtanding ſcribled 
over with falſe Images of things, and thick 
prejudices ſo ſtrongly woven into him, that 
they ſhall ſeem to be of the ſame orowth 
with his Soul ? how difhcult is 1t for one 
of {uch a prepoſleſſed mind, ever to receive 
any fair Impreſſions of things real, and fit 
to be confided in ? Whatever you propoſe 
for the regulating his Judgment will ſeem 
ſuſpeSied to him , as not agreeing with the 
Fundamental Deluſion he has already eſ- 
pouſed;and to tell him,he muſt renounce his 
whole frame of thoughts, when built upon 


an Original Error, may look fine ina Philo- 
-_—_ 
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ſophical Propoſal, but is very rarely reduc'd 


to pradtice in the.common government of 
Lite. 


Let the mind of man be always reve- 
renc'd as a moſt Sacred Receſs, where on- 
ly Truth and Goodneſs ſhould inhabite, and 
in which nothing but whatis ſound and ſub- 
ſtantial ſhould be depoſited ; nothing but 
what may be {ſerviceable to Moral or:Relegi- 
ou5 wildom. 


How cautious therefore ought men to be 
in their, publick Inſtructions , nay in their 
common Reports and Conferences, that 
they may not be the fatal occaſion of lead- 
ing others into Error ? how carefully ought 
they to examine matters before-hand , that 
they may not prove : the Confident Afſer- 
tors of Falſe News, 'Lyes, and Scandals, 

which the CreduJous Mu tude ah apt to 
ſwallow to the ruine of themlelves*; "the 
-Common- wealth, and the Church. 


In reſpect to the Common-wealth. What 
an heinous offence is itfor men of Wit and 
Parts, 


[7] 
Parts, to vent any colourable prerences for 
Sedition ? to extol the happineſs of other 
Kingdoms with a FaGtious Eloquence, and 
ere& new Schemes of Government contra- 
ry to what is already moſt wiſely and pro- 
videntially eſtabliſhed amongſt us ? for al- 
though ſuch Diſcourſes in themſelves may 
be very raw and inconſiſtent, yet there are 
always ſome paſſive Heads, that are a com- 
mon fink for all fooliſh and abſurd Opini- 
ons to run into ; and there are other more: 
airy heads made giddy with a ſpirit of Re- 
bellion, which are apt to think every Sedi-- 
tious Novelty , though never ſo weak and 
trivial, ſome rare and newly invented Poli- 
tical Machin, ſufficient to turn the whole 
Farth about. ” 


Whereas, if men were willing to con- 
verſe like Faithful Subjes, they would of- 
ten take occafion to declare the excellency 
of their own Laws and Government, the 
noble Exploits of their Anceſtors in the de- 
fence of the Crown, & that invincible Rage 
of Loyalty which {well'd the breaſts of thoſe 
who were at any time animated wich the 

rrue 


[3] 
true Engliſh Gallantry. They would take 
all occaſions to declare what a difficult Pro- 
vince Kings have to manage , even in the 
moſt peaceable and obedient times, but e- 
ſpecially after a rebellious ferment has been 
long time ſowring the Apprehenſions and 
Paſlions of men. What Cares and Per- 
plexities do attend the moſt proſperous 
Thrones! How publick Buſineſs does of- 
ten come down to us infected with private 
Malice, and retaining a ſtrong tincture of 
the Mineral through which it runs; and 
that we are not able to diſcover all the ſe- 
cret ſprings and movements by which the 
body of Afﬀairs 1s turned. 


Did men enter their Coffee-houſes and 
their Taverns, their Aſſignations and their 
Feaſts, with theſe preparatory Reflections, 
they would be more wary in their Cen- 
ſures, more deliberate in their Judgments, 
and harmleſs in all Events ; their Miſtakes 
would be ſeldom, moſt times honeſt and 
ſincere, and ſerviceable to Peace and Good- 


will. | 
— | As 


ee ea I eros, —— I. ; 
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As in relation to Government, we are to 
' promote nothing but Truth and Reality .in 
our Communications ; ſo we ſhould be eſpe- 
cially concern'd to carry the ſame circum- 
/ ſpection with us 'in all matters of Religion ; 
where Fraud and Artifice are never to be 
endured. For the plain Truths of Religi- 
on are able to ſhift of themlelves; and 
; ſcarce ever fail , but when men undertake 


| to prop them with their Additional Cun- 
\ ning. We know how Chriſtianity broke 
{ through all the Arts and Policies of. the 
Heathen Empire , not only by its paſlive 


Courage, and meek Subjection , but by its 
ſolid plainneſs and active integrity : and if 
men think to render 1t more {ſecure by 
guarding it with ſubtilty and nice diſtini- 
on, they are miſtaken ; they only weaken 
It, and make it ſuſpected, whilſt they Ia- 
bour to turn the Counſel of God into the 
Imagination of Man. 


Let there be but Simplicity and Int egri- 
ty enough in our Aﬀairs, and True Chriſtia- 
nity will prevail. Had our Reformation no- 


* thing 
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thing elſe to recommend it , yet the very 
taking of all diſexiſes from Religion, were 
ſufficient : for it was that which chac'd a- 
way the ſhadows of Superſtition, and diſco- 
vered the Foundations of Real Piety; it 
was that which brought an amazing light, 
an unexpected day into the dark Cloyſters 
of Legends, and Relicks, and forged Mi- 
racles; Men were preſently aſhamed of 
the groſs Conſenage they had promoted ; 
they were confounded for the falſe Wares 
of Impoſture they had fo long time ven- 
ded : The Monſters of the Night ſoon fled 
away out of ths Land, after the full glory 
of the Reformation aroſe. 


Then the True Righteouſnets of the 
Goſpel was vindicated , a ſober judgment 
of Diſcretion afſerted , and Chriſtianity 
was again fitted, as it was at firſt defrgned, 
for all Hearts that were ſincere, and for all 
Heads that could be contented with the 
Truths of Heaven , as Chriſt and his Apo- 
ftles had revealed them. 


For it muſt be acknowledged that many 


ve 
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have abuſed the Reformation, by their too 
Scrupulous and Endleſs Enquiries; who be- 
cauſe they were once impos'd upon, grow 
unreaſonably ſuſpicious , dread a cheat in 
every Article of their Faith ; and from be- 
ing Proteſtants againſt the Corruptions of 
Rome, are grown Scepticks and Seckers in 
the plaineft Truths of Religion. 


'Tis ordinary indeed for New Diſcoveries 
' at any time, to raiſe an Unſeaſonable Curio- 
| fty, but then 'ris as cafte ro mark it for a 
' common Error, and avoid it : and to look 
upon all looſe and Academical Doubtings 
in Religion, as the Leprofie and Plagne 
of Converſation, which will eat deeper 
| than moſt are aware of, even 1nto the ve- 
i ry Principles of all Reaſon and Piety. 


"Tis not to be endurd , that thoſe who 
profeſs themſelves Men, and Chriſtians, and 
Reformed Chriſtians, ſhould favour any 
Objections againſt the Exiſtence of a God, 
the Immortality of the Soul, a Judgment 
co come, and the Truth and Excellency of 


the Holy Scriptures: we are to bleſs God 
C 2 that 
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that theſe things are: made 4s it were, the 
very inſtinQs of our Nature , or the pious 
prepoſſeſſions of our youth ; that ſome of 
them are the inward Senſation of our Con- 
ſciences, and unite with the firſt reflexion 
of our Thoughts, and that all of them are 
the early infuſton which we have received 
from our Parents and Maſters , and the 
groundwork upon which we are after- 


wards builr into all Truth, and Wiſdom, 
and Holineſs. 


2. Whatſoever . things are uſt ought 
to be promoted in our ordinary Converlſa- 
tion. | 


The Antient Common-wealth of Rome 
has been deſervedly admir'd through all 
Chriſtian Ages for its Civil Wiſdom , its 
Juſtice, and its Equity ; and yet the great 
( 4 )) Orator, and Civilian, and Flatteres 
of that State and People has confeſſed, that 


( a) Nos veri Juris, Germaneque Tuſtitie ſolidam & ex- 
preſſam effigiem nullam tenemus : Umbra & Imaginidus Utimur. 
Cic. de OK I. 3. | 


they 
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they had not any.expreſs Image of the true 
Law , and ſincere Juſtice amongſt them , 
but onely ſome faint reſemblance of it ; 
and that the Original was to be expected 
( only from Tru 1d Nature: and behold we 
have receiv2Y Bho: rom the God of Truth 
and Nature,who came to make uz more like 
Doves than Serpents, more Juſt than Cun- 
ning ; more upright and fincere Deſpilers 
of the World, not more ſhrewd deceitful 
Adorers of it, than Jews and Pagans : Who 
came to root, all  Covetouſneſs out of 
mens Minds, wherein the ſtrength of Inju- 
ſtice lies; to leſſen their eſteem of Tem- 
poral Advantages , to acquaint them with 
the Riches of his Mercy , to tell them of 
Treaſures worth all their lnduſtry and Care, 
to inſpire them with the moſt generous 
Principles of doing all the good that lies 
within their reach, and of copying after his. 
Example, who went about doing good, 
and in whoſe mouth there was found no: 
Guile. Wherefore all Cheating , Lying, 
Diſſimulation, and over-reaching one ano-- 
ther in Bargains and Contracts, is directly 
contrary to the Righteouſneſs of the Go- 
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ſpel, which has not onely confirm'd the 
Laws of Natural Right, the Rules of Civil 
Fuſtice, and the more excellent precepts of 
Morality ; but has added ſtriter Meaſures of 
its own,and bound them on the Conſcience 
with more Authority and ſeverer SanQi- 
ONS. 


For the Goſpel has heighten'd all the Re- 
lative Duties between. man and man, into 
parts and Ads of Religion: All Natural, 
Political , and Domeſtick Obligations are 
bound upon us with the Fear of the Lord, 
and are to be direfed to the Glory of Goll : 
And nothing feem'd a greater care with the 
Apoſtle St. Paul, than that men might 
adorn their Chriſtian Profeſſion, by ſhew- 
Ing the admirable influence it had upon 
them in thoſe lawful States and Callings m 
which it found them engag'd. 


The immediate As of Religion , are 
either ſo ſecret that others do not ſee them ; 
or elſe ſo outward and ſolemn that Hypo- 
criſie can aCt them 3 but Bufineſs, Commerce, 
and Trade , give clear and obvious Teſti- 

monies 
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monies of mens Hearts and Natures, of the 
falſeneſs or ſincerity of their Intentions and 
Deſigns: and by theſe Works we may ſoon 
diſcern either their Faith, or their [nfide- 
lity. 


If we ever expet& to Convert the In- 
dians, the Juſtice and Integrity of our Mer- 
chants and FaGors muſt prepare the way ; 
for they will never think the Chriſtian Re- 
lIigion better than their own, unleſs they 
are well afſurd by mens PraGzces , that it 
mjoyns more Honefly than theirs : They 

will no. ntore believe the Goſpel , whoſe 
\_ Cheat and Lye, than they will go- 


to. Heaven with a Spanard. 


Wherefore all thoſe may be ſaid to offend 
highly againſt Chriſtian Converſation, who. 
make it their buſineſs to endamage their 
Neighbours bycrafty andſpecious prerences; 
who think they may take the advantage of 
anothers weakneſs, and make their own 
profit the meaſure of other mens Rights : 
Vhereas the Fuſtive of a Chriſtian ought 
always to be accompanied with fome de- 
grees. 
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grees of the Charity of a Chriſtian ; and 
we ſhould eyer remember, that we are 
not onely of one ſtock by Nature , but 
of one Bloud by Redemption, that we are 
all Children of the ſame Father by Ado- 
ption, Heirs of the ſame hopes and promi- 
les ; and that in theſe little Soczeties here 
on Earth. it nearly concerns us, that we no 
ways unfic our ſelves for that Ewerlaſting 
Society which we expect in the higheſt 


Heavens. 


3. Whatſoeyer things are Honeſt , . Ve- 
nerable, Grave, or Decent , . ought to be 
promoted'in our common Converſation. 


It is a good Rule that is laid down by 
ſome Moraliſts, that in our moſt fenriliar 
Converſe, we ſhould often refle& on the 
Dignitie and Prerogative of Man, that our 
Thoughts might be awaken'd to noble De- 
ſigns, and that we might do, or ſay, nothing 
that is below the Excellency of that Nature 
we carry, and always pay a proportionable 
reſpe& to thoſe who bear the ſame Image 


with us: And this may be _call'd the general 
Deco- 
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Decorum of Lite, againſt which all Intempe- 
rances, and Senſaality, and baſe Complian- 
ces do immediately offend : But we that 
are Chriſtians, are able to raiſe this Rule 
higher, by carrying our thoughts beyond 
the preſent Dignity of our Nature, to the 
expectation of that Glory to which through 
Faith and Obedience it may be advanced : 
let us think what a gravity and ſeriouſneſs 
becomes thoſe who acknowledge themſelves 
to be always in the preſence of God , al- 
ways contending for a Crown, and to be 
endued with Souls capable of Thoughts and 
Aﬀe&ions that immediately relate to thoſe 
concerns that are Infinite and Eternal. And 
although we are not bound to keep up theſe. 
reflections continually in their full Solemmi- 
ty, but may ſometimes unbend to an inno- 
cent refreſhment, yet ought their Authori- 
tyand awe to be ſo Habitual to us, as to 
put a check to all extravagancies and ex- 
cefſes, to all fooliſh Talking and Jeſting, 
which are not convenient: for Man was not 
made Lewity, but for grave and weighty 
Aﬀeirs; and only ſo much Recreation is 
allowed him, as may tit him for more im- 
portant Duties. D There 
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There are Two Extremes relating to this 
Rule, which require ſome refleCtion. 


The firſt is concerning thoſe who will 
hardly allow of - any other Diſcourſe in 
company, but what is purely Religzous : the 
other concerns thoſe , who make it their 
whole buſineſs to be vain and trivial , and 
count nothing ſo uncourt]y as a fulid and a 
ſerious Temper. 


As for the firſt opinion , though it may 
ſometimes proceed from Zeal , and an ho- 
neſt meaning , as it does oftentimes from 
meer Hypocrifie ; yet | cannot foreſee what 
advantage it could bring to Chriſtianity, 
{ unleſs the generality of Men were better diſ- 
poſed, than I am ſure they are 1n this preſent 
Age. It is true, there is nothing more de- 
lightful than Heavenly Diſcourſes to thoſe 
perſons, whoſe hearts are inflamed with the 
love of God: nothing 1s ſo joyful as to 
communicate their thoughts of Religion , 
of the ſtate of their Souls, and of the ſu- 
reſt way of being happy ; nothing ſo plea- 
{ing 
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fing as to unboſome their Experiences,their 
| Spiritual Sorrows,and their comforts ; they 
could be willing never to admit of atly fe- 
cular talk , but to ſeek their whole diverli- 
on in the variety of Divine Arguments : 
but alas ! this is the hidden Manna of ſome 
few ſeleted Souls, who are able to niake 
up a litrle circle of Lowe and Adoration in 

this lower world ; and not fit to be propo- 
| ſed for the common Theme of promifcuorts 
converſation, leſt it occaſion more Blal- 
phemy and Prophanencts. 


D wa 


Ic is well, if we can prevail with Men 

to be Rational and Moral in their familrar 

| Commithications, and'to referve an appro- 
| priated | reverence for Diviner Duties. 
| When it- ſhall pleaſe God by great judg- 
ments and Calamities to take off the epre- 
gions' T/antty from mens Minds, to'corſume 
their Ambition, Luxury, and Lewdnefs, by 
| the fury of his indignation powred out up- 
on them,then the advice may become more 
ſeaſonable,and may attain its properieffe@®: 
then may Repertarce become the Cry of 
rhe ſtreets , every man' asking hrs' Neigh- 
* D 2 bour 
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bour what he ſhall do to be ſaved, and 
Religion be made the hinge on which all 


our thoughts and words ſhall move. 


But however, let the world be never fo 
bad, evil Cuſtoms never ſo prevailing , we 
are to ſet our ſelves againſt the ſecond Ex- 
treme, and to declare the intolerable inſo- 
lency and vileneſs of thoſe, who make it 
their whole buſineſs to be vain and tryvial, 
and turn the moſt wexerable matters, into 


the ſubjects of their Jeſts and wilder mirth. 


This is that Lunacy , which ſome call 
Wit , the Delirium of a Frantick Brain, 
and an overheated imagination; whereby 
ſome men commit ſuch horrid indignities 
with much facet:onſneſs and laughter, which 
others tremble to hear related: 'tis a fami- 
liar venom of the Tongue, which ſpares 
neither God nor Man , not their beſt 
Friends, or their own Souls. Whereas 
all that are judicious muſt allow, that there 


| are certain things which ought to be more. 


eſpecially priviledged from all Satyrical 
and Scoffieg Wit , 1uch as ( b ) Religion, 
Mat- 
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Matters of State, Great perſons and Magi- 
ſtrates, any mans preſent buſineſs of im- 
portance, his Reputation and Credit, and 
any caſe that deſerveth our pitty. 


There are indeed ſome Mens Vices which 
are above the Authority, and ſome Mens 
Humours which are below the zotice of 
Laws; and theſe ſeem to have given the 
frſt riſe to ſharp and Comical Reflections :. 
but ſeeing all things whereby I Nature 1s 
in the leaſt indulged, are very Ilyable to ex- 
ceſs ; it would be the wiſeſt way to avoid 
all ſuch manner of Jeſting , which even 
C ©.) Ariſtotle has defined to.be but Witty (c)Rher. 
Contumely : There are requir'd many Limi- penny 
cations, many Reſtrictions, and many Cau- a 
tions to make it innocent 3 only alittle 
modeſty and reſeryedneſs to let it quite a- _ 
lone : for though the thing may poſlibly 
be ſo ſtated as to contain no real Turpitude 
in it, but to be indifferent in its own Na- 
ture ; yet when through the corruption of - 
the Age itis faln into a general abuſe,l am 
ſure the Pulpit ought generally to forbid : 


if, 
This 
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This is ſpoken chiefly of that fort of Wit, 
which is Satyrical and Scoffing ; 'wheread 
' True Wit is ſuch as is founded on ftri& 
Virtue and Morality ; 'tis a cheerful vivaci- 


Þ || ty of good Thoughts and Expreffions, 


which offends no one, and'which every one 
favours: 'tis a Rational gayety,or the good 
humour of the Mind , the health and joy 
of the Underſtanding ;  :fris always joyned' 
with S; ompheity, Candor, and ſweetneſs of be- 
| hoview: "tis then alone that }/7rt becomes 
a pernicious Inſtrument, when either il 
Nature, or Pride, or a Laſcivious mind has 
the management of it. © Which brings me 
| to my fourth Rule. That whatſoever 
things are Pureand Chaſt, ought to be pro- 
moted in our common Evhverſdtion. | 


We can hardly inftance in any one ſin 
that is ſo directly contrary to the Chriſtian 
Religion, as 1s Uncleanneſs : When St. Paul 
| gives us at 'any time a long Catalogue of 

ſins, almoſt half of them ſpring from this 
Head : It was ſo prevailing in the Heathen 
| world, about our Saviours time, that it had 
not 
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not only corrupted their Manners, but their 
Laws too, and had crept thto 'the moſt /o- 
lemn Ceremonies of their Religion ; and an 
unclean ſpirit was then an Emphatical Title 


for the Devil, who was worſhipped by his 


Votaries with all che deteftablefilthireſs of 
Body and Mind , as the antient Apologiſts 
have declared, perhaps in a way ſomewhat 
too plain and Cynical. 


*'Twas this fin that call'd down the moſt 
miraculous Judgments that we read of in 
the Old Teſtament : and I believe there 
are few Hiſtories, but will acquaint us of 
a moſt notorious Lewdneſs in all ſorts of 
Men and Women , which was as a fore- 
runner to eyery Horrible Calamity that befel 
2 whole Nation. Even its 111mediate puniſh- 
arent in this life , as It many times happens 


to ſingle perſons and Families, ſeems to 
be more than Nataral, and to be inflited 


by a Divine Vengeance: for it often brings 
a preſent Diſeafe, and conveys a Contagion 


to Poſterity ; that whilſt the Pareats Rot, 
the Children Eanguiſh, 


Yet 
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Yet notwithſtanding the wonderful ſe- 
verity of Gods Judgments againſt this ſin, 
and the peculiar Holinels and purity of the 
Goſpel ; how 1s Laſciviouſneſs become the 
very CharaSter of the Age ? the practice or 
the pretence, the real or the vain-glorious 
ſin of the higheſt and the loweſt amongſt 
us ! *tis the peſt that has in a manner cor- 
rupted all Converſation , the nauſeous re- 
petition of almoſt every great Table, and 
every private Club ; *tis the Song and Poe- 
try of the Toung, and the filthy Jeſt of the 
Aged. 


But if we-would behave ourſelves as 
Chriſtians , we muſt maintain a moſt ſtrict 
Chaſtity in all our Thoughts, Fancies, and 
Defires z in our Looks, Geſtures, and Ap- 
parel; we muſt not countenance the leaſt 


|  Uncleanneſs by an ambiguous Word, by a 


complyant Smile, by a wanton Metaphor: 
bur when others talk Lewdly, let us pray in- 
wardly ; what they call Comedy, let us repre- 
ſent to our ſelves as the deepeſt Tragedy; and 


let Impure Flames put us in mind of the Fire 
and 
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and brimſtone, that fell on Sodom: and Go- 
morrah. 


5. Whatſoever things are Lovely, Cur- 
teous, and Obliging, ought to be promo- 
red in our common Converſation. 


This Rule takes in all the Lower Arts 
of C:vility, whereby a man is render'd moſt 
acceptable to Company, and by which he 
does not onely avoid thoſe greater Scar- 
aals which may provoke , but thoſe lefler 
Indecencies that may offend. 'Tis a pru- 
dent obſervation of thoſe Ceremonious Ad- 
dreſſes, that Place, and Time, and Cuſtom, 
and the Quality of Perſons do require , a 
readinels to give every one their due Re- 
ſpe&s, and rather more than leſs. 'Tis ſuch 
| a guard upon all our Behaviour and Diſ- 

courſes, as ſuffers no Contempt of others, 
no Inſolency, no Anger, or Aﬀectation to 
appear. But on this ſubject, I muſt be 
ſparing, becauſe I may be better taught it 
by many of my preſent Auditors. 


E | - WM 
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Yet I humbly beg leave ro obſerve a lit- 
/ tle further , That Converſation , when it 
' Is truly Genteel and Complailant, is onely 
an obliging Scene of Kindneſs and Mode- 
ſty, a peculiar ſhine of virtuous Inclinati- 
ons, or a making Good Nature moſt viſible, 
grateful, and lovely, And although this 
cannot be ſo takingly eftected withour ſome 
| faſhionable Ceremonies ; yet when all is done, 
| ſolid Virtue 1s the moſt laſting Ornament of 
Converſation, and an hearty plainneſs has 
many Priziledges allowed it in Company, 
which without 1t are denied to the moſt 
Honourable in Station or Delcent. Where 
there is ſubſtantial Honeſty, all things are in 
a manner Becoming, and where that is wan- 
ting, the fineſt Language of Aﬀection is 
but emptineſs and diſlimulation ; and the 
moſt exquiſite Addreſs, only the hiding 
of a real Defect. 


Laſtly, Whatſoever things are of good 
Report, or deſerve the Approbation of the 
| Prudent and the Virtuous, ought to be pro- 


moted in our common Converſation. 
And 
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And I know nothing that has a better 
claim to this Character, than your preſent 
Deſign of laying a foundation for perpetual 
Charity, by beſtowing a Chriſtian Educati- 
on, and a thriving maintenance on thoſe, 
who ſhall owe all their future proſperity to 
your preſent Bounty , and tranſmit the 
ſame Example , with an additional Grati- 

| tude and Zeal to Jate poſterity. Theſe 

/ areaGions and deſigns in which the brave 

_ and generous love to move as in their pro- 
.per Element ; they carry ſuch a, light and 
ſuch an influence with them, as will make 
the moſt covetous Heart unfold it ſelf, to 
| receive the reflected warmth and glory of® 
a well-plac'd Nlms. x ” 
| | 

| 'Tis by your Emulation in ſuch diſcreet 
Acts of Charity as theſe, that you bring Ho- 

' our to your Religion, to your Nation, to 

; your City, to your County, to your Perſons - 


| and F amilies, 


This is the True Engliſh Reformed Cha- 


rity, which is not upheld by Artifice, Su- 
E 2 per- 
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rſtition, or Preſumption, but is a ſolid 
and entire Building of it ſelf , wholly ſe- 
arated from the rubbiſh of Monaſtick 
Cheats and Forgeries, and not blaſted with 
the Pride of Merit : it is openly perſwa+ 
ded, voluntarily undertaken , deſervedly 

raiſed. It is founded upon the true Baſts 
of Chriſtianity, it is encourag'd by a juſt 
ſenſe of Duty , and it may be quicken'd by 
a moderate regard to Reputation and 
Praiſe, tor 'tis the Apoſtles Motive in the 
Text. If there be any ſuch thing as Vir- 
tue allow'd of in the World let Charity be 
eſteemed ſuch : If there be any Praiſe, any 


Generolity , or Greatneſs of Soul , any 


Joy or SatisfaGtion in the voices of deſer- 
ved Honour, let them prompt you for- 
ward to the moſt Commendable Afts of Cha- 
rity. 

"Though Honour ought never to be the 
principal motive to any Chriſtian Duty, 
yet nothing more juſtly challenges the ſe. 


' cond place, or more illufiriouſly fills it : for 


a Man of Honour is the next to a Man of 
Conſcience ; nay, Honour'it ſelf, is a kind of 
Civil Conſcience. 


To 
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To conclude, Knowledge, Learning, Com- 
merce,Civility,8&c. perhaps were never higher 
in this Kingdom , and Converſation never 
lower ; for we are to account all things low 
and mean, that are contrary to Godlinels, 
Righteouineſs, and Sobriety : and if ever 
we expedt a Reformation by ordinary 
means in this particular branch of Chriſtia- 
nity, it muſt begin from Men of parts and 
faſhion, trom ſuch as Ton. 


Let us-not imitate the Vices of the Hea- 
then, their Virtues we may ; I am ſure, we 
may 1n C:vil Duties, and the Jower inſtan- 
ces of Manners : for whatever was good, 
commendable, and praiſe-worthy in any 
of their Religions, Laws, and Philoſophies ; 
whatever was true, was juſt, decent, pare, 
whatever was lovely and of good report in 
any of theſe , all that is containd in our 
Chriſtianity ; all that, and more. What- 
ever our particular Pcofeſſions, Imploy- 
ments, and Callings are, Jet us ſtill remem- 
ber that our General one, 1s that of Chriſti; 


anity ; and before every undertaking, let 
us 
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us examine whether the ation be becom- 
ing one who profeſſes the Goſpel of 
Chriſt, the higheſt Rule of perfection that 


was ever given to Humane Nature. 


Let us be careful in the government of 
our Mirth, never to betray any vice or de- 
feq in our Manners: and let us never be fo 
complaiſant as to go hand in hand to fin and 


deſtruction. 


In this Age of Good Nature, a little go- 
wernable reſervedneſs may be no mean ſecu- 
rity to our Virtue and our Innocence ; for 
where one does really oftend by being too 
{ullen and auſtere, thouſands miſcarry by 
a too cafle compliance. 


Let nothing falſe, nothing unjuſt , no- 
thing prophane, {currilous, or obſcene pro- 
ceed out .of your mouths ; but let Truth, 
Righteouſneſs, and Decence ; let modeſty, 
ftriend{hip and reverence of al: things Sacred 3 
let Charity, Loyalty, ard whatever things are 
of good report, be the continual ornament 
of your Chriſtian Converſation. Let no- 
thing 
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thing be the diverſion of your leſs care- 
ful hours, that - may. any ways unfit you 
for greater Duties : and let not the Free- 
dom of this preſent Feſtival heap up new 
matter for to-morrows Humiliation, and the 
following Seaſon of Sorrow and Repen- 
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To the much Honoured Lady, 
THE 


Lady DOROTHY NORTON, 


Relift of Sir Jouxn Nox row 
Lately deceas'd. 


Honoured Madam, 


T was my Propoſal, that if there 
were any thing acceptable in 
this Sermon , Tour Lady- 

ſhip might have it firſ tranſcrib'd 
for your own uſe, and in that manner 
communicate it to what Friends 
You pleas d, But ſince Your Lady- 


ſhip zs of another Judgment, as that 
the 


TheEpiſtle Dedicatory. 


the Character of one, who was ever y 
way ſo worthy, and ſo univer- 
ſally known aid belovd, deſerves to 
be made more publick, [ bumbly ſub- 
mit. Only I have one thing to re- 
queſt, that if at any time 4 ſhout 
be accuſed of Flattery inthe manage-, 
ment of this. dubje& { and if I ſhou il] 
it can be by ſuch Perſons only 
as envy all Ct that are 
iven to others, or were Very igno” 
rant of the WW nh of Sir John Nor 
ton.) Tour Ladyſhip would be ready 
zo vindicate me from that Abcrfion: ; 
ana to witneſs, that as my Paſtoral 
Behaviour towards my Honoured 
Patron , both in the time of bis 
Health, and of bis Illneſs, had never 
that Guilt #por it; ſo now likewiſe, 
though it be leſs dangerous 1 khwve 


aot 


Ton 


The Epiſtle Dedicatory. 
not beſtowed upon Him any unde- 
ſerved Praiſe : Þut though ſome parts 
of His Character may ſeem warmly, 
and very affefionately repreſented , 
yet there are none of them above the 
Truth. | 

Madam, I ſhall not here attempt 
any Conlolatory Diſcourſe ; neither 
ſhall I undertake, either to deſcribe, 
or to renew Your Oriet ; but T ſhall 
ratber chuſe to draw a Vail over it at 
reſent, or leave You to declare it 
Yourſelf; not by fruitleſs Lamenta- 
tions, and dark Retirements, as if 
You were diſcontented at Providence 
and the World, but ( what is aclea- 
rer Argument of Your Wiſdom, and 
Your Love, ) by doing all things in 
Honour of the deceaſed, the whole 
remainder of Your days. And as 
You have bitherto been, not only a 
Com- 


The Epiſtle Dedicatory. 


Companion with Him #1 all bis com- 
mendable Affions,but anEncourager 
too ; ſo I doubt not, but Your Lady- 
ſhip will continue the lame Ads of 
Charity , keep #p the ſame decent 
Hoſpitality, improve the ſame 
Friendſhips, reſpe# the Clergy 
which Heſo truly loud, maintain the 
ſame Conſtancy 71 attending on the 
publick Worſhip of God, and perſe. 
vere in the fame Faith : T hen the 
Almighty wi/l bleſs Your Ladyſhip 
_ with the Projperity of this Life, and 
aſterwards admit Y ou to the ſame 
Place of Foy and Reſt, whither Tour 
Deareſt Husband 7 gone before. 
IW hich that be may do, is the —_ 
Prayer of, Gan 
Your moſt Faithful], 


—_—_ molt Obedient Seryanr, 


Tho. Manuyngham, 


[1 ] 


PSALM XV.v. 1, % 


Lord, who ſhall abide in thy T aber- 
nacle ? who ſhall dwell in thy holy 
Hill ? | 

He that walketh uprightly, and work- 
eth Righteouſneſs, and ſpeaketh 
the truth in his Heart. 


HIS P/alm may be called a 
Deſcription of a Citizen of Sion, 
of one that God will admit 

| unto all the Priviledges of his 

Sanctuary here, and reward with eternal 

Happinels hereafrer. For whoſoever lo or- 

ders his Converſation in this World, as to 

live and die a true Member of the Church 
of God, ſhall never fall, ſhall never be 
moved , but {hall ſtand in the Congrega- 
tion of the righteous forever: Or, though 
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in {ome ſenſe, he fall by Death, yet ſhall 
he riſe again by a glorious Reſurrection ; 
tho' he be moved, yet it is but from one 
Church to another, from the Church Mi- 
licaat ro the Charch Triumphant. 

In the Words we have a moſt impor- 
tant Queſtion propoled by the Propher 
David to God himfelt ; Lord, who ſhall a- 
bide in thy Tabernacle * who ſhall dwell in thy holy 
Hill? and God prelently recurns an Anlwer, 
as it were, by a voice out of the Clouds ; He 
that walketh uprizhtly, and worketh Righteouſneſs, 
and ſpeaketh the truth m his Heart : Theſe 
being the chief diſtinguiſhing Marks of a 
true Jjraclite; for whatever Particulars are 
contained in the following part of this 
Plalm, may be reduced to theſe general 
Heads, of Integrity, Juſtice, and Truth. 

Here therefore we ſee what are the prin- 
cipal and ſubſtantial things that God re- 
quires to fir us for his Communion, and 
{o make us capable of the peculiar biel- 
{ings of his Covenant and Promiſe, wiz, 
{uch Moral Duties, as evidence the "Truth 


and Simplicity of our Hearts, and declare 
| the 


[3] 


the Uprightneſs of our Converſation with 
Men; for by theſe he meaſures the fince- 
rity of all thoſe who come to worſhip 
him. 

Nothing was more liable to the abuſes: 
of Hypocrifie, than the Ceremonial or 
TFabernacle Service of the Jews, ( which is 
proportionably true of all other outward 
Worthip whatever ) and therefore God tries 
the Truth of their moſt folemn Acts of 


Worthip, by their Conformity to the plaineſlt - 


Duties of Human Society : For what does the 


Lord require of thee, ſaies the Prophet Micha, Mich.s. 8. 


_ but to do juſtly,and to love Mercy, and to walk hum- 


bly with thy God? And St. Paul in his E- 
itle ro the Romans, tells them, that the 
Kingdom of God confiſts in Righteouſneſs , 
Peace, and foy i the Holy Ghoſt. For he 
that m theſe this ſerveth Chriſt, is acceptable 
to God, and approved of men. 
'Tis not my Buſineſs at preſent to en- 


large upon any Point of Divinity, but on- 


If to declare what are the Qualifications 


which the Prophet David here gives of his 
true Citizen of Sion, and then ro conhder 
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how near a Reſemblance, the Life of the 
Honourable Perſon, whoſe Funeral Rites we 
are now performing, had to the Deſcrip- 
tion laid down in this Pſalm :. So that when 
we ſhall find Him to -have maintain'd a 
great Integrity, Righteouſneſs, and Truth , 
through the whole Courle of his days, and 
allo to have been a conſtant and devour 
Worſhipper of God in his holy Tabernacle, 
we may have good Chriſtian Hope, and 
Comfort, and Confidence to conclude, that 
he is now praiſing and gloriftying the Al- 
mighty in a more excellent manner in the 


New Jeruſalem. 


I. Therefore I ſhall endeavour to make 
ir evident, that in the main Actions of his 
Life, He duly practis'd the great Moral and 
Political Duties laid down in this Pſalm , 
both as a private Perſon, and as a publick 
Magiſtrate. 

II. That, as in Conformity to the Rules 
of this Plalm, He was rightly qualified to 
abide in the holy Tabernacle, ſo accord- 
ingly helivd and dyd a deyourt Worſhipper 
of God. And therefore, III. 
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If. We have reaſon to conclude, that 
his Soul is now at reſt upon the ſpiritual 


Sion, the holy Mount of God. 


I. I ſhall endeavour to make it evident, 
Thar in themain Actions of his Life, He 
duly practis'd the great Moral and Political 
Duties laid down in this Pſalm, both as a 
—_ Perſon, and as a publick Magi 

rate. 

But before I proceed to his Charafer, it 
may be worth our Obſervation to conſider 
what a proper Place and Eſteem the Pro- 
phet David has giventheſe Vertues of Ho- 
neſty, Juſtice, and Truth, by making them 
the chief Ingredients whenever he deſcribes 
a truly pious Man : So that let the Diſtur- 
bers of Peace and Truth, contend never ſo 
earneſtly about Opinions, Speculations , 
and outward ways of Worſhip, Men are 
no further religious, than they are honeſt 
and juſt : Our practiſing the Duries of the 
ſecond Table, being the beſt Evidence that 
we can give of our right Obſervation of 
the Duties of the firſt; as may be unde- 
niably 
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niably manifeſted through the whole Cur- 
rent of the Old and New Teftament ; par- 
ticularly, through all ' the account of the 
Lives of the Patriarchs, through the ancient 
Book of fob, the Plalms of David, the 
Proverbs of Solomon, the Sermons of the 
Prophets, the Expotitions, Parables, and 
Diſcourfes of our Saviour, and the Rules 
and Precepts of the Apoſtles : And they 
who forſake theſe plain, and numerous, 
and divine Teftimonies of what was al- 
ways efteemed pure and ſincere Religion , 
jay undertake to dreſs it up in new No- 
tions of their own, as they beſt ſuit with 
their private Paſſions, Fancies, and world- 
ly Intereſts, may make Mankind either ig- 
norant Worſhippers of they know not 
what, or phantaſtically zealous they know 
not why ; but will never per{wade People 
to be truly humble, charitable, and ſub- 
ſtantially Good ; or imprint upon their 
Minds an awful and juſt Reverence of the 
Eternal and Incomprehenhible Godhead. 
Now the Honourable Perſon, whole bodily 
Remains are here before us, was one who 


{hew d 
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ſhew'd the Truth of his Religion, by the 
Honeſty and Juſtice of his Life ; and de- 
clard his Faith in' God, by his Fidehiy to 
Man. He never took up a Reproach a- 
gainſt his Neighbour, or. a Reward againſt. 
the Innocent, or admitted of any unliw- 
ful Gam ; bur was true to all his Covenants 
and Contracts, fairhtully kept his Oath of 
Allegiance, and would {till have done lo, 
tho! it had been to his temporal Hindrance. 

All you who are now preſent, can ful- 
ly teſtihe his exceeding Worth in all the 
Variety of his Capacities and Employ- 
ments, both private and publick. 

You who are of the Nobility, Gentry, and 
his worthy Relations, can witne\s the hi 
Generofity of his Soul, the Greatneſs and- 
Conftancy of his Friendſhips, the Love, the 
Honour, and- the Sincerity of all his Cor- 
relpondencies. 

Jou can witneſs, ( for many of ow were 
Partners with Him in all his eminent Sta- 
tions, and deſerve your Commendations 
00 ) You can witneſs how affiduous and 
punctual He was in all the Important 


Truſts 
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Truſts that were committed to Him, whe- 
ther in the Auguſt Aſſembly of the Parlia- 
ment , his honourable Commands in the 
Militia, or his Juſtitiary Afairs upon. the 
Bench. How highly Loyal He was ever to 
His King, and yet a ſtudious Prelerver of 
the ancient Priviledges of his Countrey ; 
but yer no ſuch turbulent Lover of his 
Countrey, as any ways to undermine the 
juſt Prerogatives of the Crown. How firm 
and reſolute He always was for upholding 
_ theeſtabliſhed Church of England, and yet 
not Factious againſt the right Succeſſion. 
How vaſt an Empire he had obtained in 
the Aﬀections of the People by his Aﬀa- 
bilicy , his Hoſpicality , and his repeated 
Acts of Kindneſs ; and yet how innocent- 
ly, how juſtly, and how loyally He ma- 
naged {o dangerous a Power. Thatlarge- 
ly extended Popularity in which he always 
liv d, and which would have made perhaps 
another man vainly giddy, or {editious, 
made him more thoughtful, and more ſted- 
dy to the Crown. For he could not but 
conſider what peculiar Obligations He had 
to 
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co be faithful ro the Government, ſince ſo 
reat a Multitude of all ſorts had com- 
mitted themſelves to his charge, and own'd 
Him for their Oracle in Civil Wiſdom. 
Therefore He guided them in all humble 
Submiſſion to their Sovereign, and inſpir'd 
them with that Allegiance, which He cor- 
ſtantly praEtis'd himſelf ; which he practis'd 
with the ſame Sincerity , with the ſame 
Conſcience of his Oath to God, as well as 
to Man, under all Accidents and Circum- 
ſtances, through all Variations and Chan- 
ges; forno Sufferings could terrifie Him, no 
Proſperity could ſoften him our of his Duty ; 
no publick Diſcontents could ſowre Him,no 
private Friendſhips could byais Him : But 
lo! He has now concluded the Male-Line of 
his Loyal Anceſtors with untainted 'Ho- 
nour; and may all his collateral Poſterity 
both imitate and inherit the Glory of this 
his Character! And may all Jou, who were 
his Noble Friends and Acquaintance, main- 
tain the ſame Yluſtrious, as well as tral 
Chriſtian 'Vertue, to the end of your days ; 
whatever difficulties ariſe , whatever -tem- 
poral Loſſes You undergo ; for otherwiſe 
C lou 
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You will blaſt the Repuration of the Church 
of England, You will forfeit the Protection 
of the Divine Providence, and loſe the 
faireſt Opportunity -that this Nation ever 
had of glorifying God, ' by a meek perle- 
verance in Obedience and "Truth. And as 
You are Chriſtians, you muſt-acknowledge, 
that the Goſpel is not upheld by Wiltul- 
neſs, but by Humility, and by Patience. 

They who are of the Clergy, can teſtifie 
what Regard he always paid to that Order, 
how gladly he receivd. their Viſits, many 
times return'd them, and never ſeem'd 
more fatisfy'd than when his Table was 
fll'd with their Society. He was not afraid 
of their Learning, their Prudence, and their 
Obſervations, but could throughly relifh 
their witelt Diſcourles, and match their 
accutelt Sayings. 

A Reverend and a Virtuous Divine was 
no tedious Burden to him, no Cenlure on 
his lianners, no Comedy to his Servants, 
and no Jeſt among his Family : No, Iam 
{ure, whoever of them. brought any Eſteem 
along with them to his Houle, neyer went 
away 
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away with it any ways diminiſh'd, but 
rather increas d with the Additions of a 
due Reſpect. | 

He well knew the ſad Degeneracy of 
this Age, with what Contempr and Scorn 
the Men of that Function axe many times 
treated by thoſe, who envy their Subſiſtence, 
and hate their Vertues; who having re- 
nounc d their Allegiance to God, are con- 
tinually offering Violence to his Embaſla- 
dors, and being conſcious tro themſelves, 
that they have juſtly deſerv'd an Excom- 
munication for the notorious lewdneſs of 
their Lives, cannot but expe&t an Anathe- 
ma from every Church-man that they meer, 
and therefore treat them as their greateſt 
Enemies. 

Theſe horrible Impieties he knew were 
roo much in faſhion among the Great, in 
whom Civility and common Manners are 
uſually accounted the loweſt of their Qua- 
lifications, and therefore he endeavour'd to 
ſet them a better Example ; for he had ne- 
ver any thing to do with the Throne of 
Wickednels, or with the Chair of the Scor- 

CG 2 ners: 
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ners : He never put thoſe Faces to Confu- 


fion, that were made tender by Modeſty 
and Retirement ; he never caſt a Cloud 
of Infamy and Reproach upon the Beauty 
of Holineſs ; but he always rejoyc'd to ex- 
preſs his Reverence of God, and his Af- 
tection to Religion, by his proportionable 
Reſpects to the Clergy ; -he lov'd to be a 
Partaker of the Tranquility, the Wiſdom, 
the innocent and meek Converſation, the 
Joy and Gladneſs of the Righteous, and 
to be held a Companion of all thoſe, who 
with an unparalell'd, but yet unenvy'd 
Title, are call'd the Friends of Chriſt. 
Thus he fully an{wer'd that part of the 
Character of a Citizen of Sion, laid down 
in this Pſalm, where it is ſaid of him, That 
in his Eyes a Vile Perſon is contenned, but be 
honoureth them that fear the Lord. Indeed 
his Civility embrac'd all men, though his 
Judgment knew well how to diſtingutth : 
To contemn any one, was not in his 
Nature, though it ſometimes happen'd to 
be his Duty, eſpecially as a Magiſtrate. 
Burt the vile Perſons that he contemn'd, were 
not. 
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not the poor and deſtitute, thoſe he re- 
lievd: They were not thoſe of a mean 
or common Parentage, for {uch he many 
times enobled with his Invitations and cour- 
teous Notice; neither were they thoſe, 
whoſe Vices were private, or known only 
by common rumour, or long fince com- 


Mitted ; for as to ſuch things he was not 


haſty to judge any, but left them to God, 
and their own Conſciences, deſpiling none 
as Publicans, becauſe he could not tell whar 
Saints Repentance might one day make 
them. Bur the vile Perſons that he con- 
teran'd, were more eſpecially the buite Di- 
ſturbers of Church and State, either by 
open Rebellion, ſecret Conſpiracy, or li- 
bellous Pamphlets : And likewiſe among 
the vile Perſons, he could not but reckon 
all ſuch ( rhough otherwiſe never ſo high 
in Quality ) who ſ{cotf'd at Religion, and 
deſpisd the Clergy ; becauſe ſo profligate 
a Demeanour towards lacred things and 
perſons, was an Argument to him of the 
worlt of "Tempers that was incident to 
human Nature, as denoting both the higheſt 
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pitch of Prophaneneſs, and the loweſt Dregs 
of Senſuality. ; 

But our good Citizen of Sion made much 
of them that feared the Lord, defended 
them from the Infolence of thoſe that 
would oppreſs them, render'd them Awe- 
ful ro their Flocks and Charges, teaching 
them new meaſures of Reyerence by his own 
Demeanour, making them ready and chear- 
ful to render their whole Dues, when they 
ſaw him, who was fo ſtrict an Obſerver of 
Judgmenr, Mercy and "Truth, to be fo 
exact and punctual in the paymenr of all 
his Ththes. | 

He had no Fortunes to make, no pro- 
digally waſted Patrimony to repair by Fraud 
and Sacriledge,but what was wanting to the 
ancient Demeſns of his worthy Family, was 
nobly loſt by their fairhful adherence to the 
Church and Crown, and therefore never to 
be re-built upon their Rumes: Yer notwith- 
ſtanding all the loſs i underwent in the ci- 
vil Wars, it ſtill remain'd an ample, and 
a thriving Eſtate under the Diſcretion and 
Liberality of irs Owner ; it had no Canker 


If 
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in it, no unjuſt Titles to moulder it away, 
no Curſe of the Needy upon it, but was 
alway blefled with the good Providence 
of God, the Prayers of the Clergy, and of 
the Poor. And thus ſhall every Man be 
bleſſed that maketh much of them that fear 
the Lord. They that love God s Miniſters, 
ſhall be beloved of God; they ſhall dwell 
in plenty all their days, deſcend with Ho- 
nour unto their Graves, and their Memo- 
ries ſhall be dear and lacred, as long as 
Learning, and Wildom, and Piety ſhall 
remain. 

They who are of the Commonalty can 
ſufficiently witneſs the Condelcentions of 
his Kindnels, the eafte Familiarity of 
his Converle,. the readineſs of his Favours, 
and the uprightneſs of his Magiſtracy ; how 
he usd his Authority chiefly to reconcile 
the minds of thoſe that were offended with 
each other, to cool their Paſſions, to leſſen 
their Differences, to recommend the Bene- 
fits of Peace and Amity, to declare the ill 
Conſequencesot Enmity and Revenge, and. 
by threatning the Rigour of the Laws, to 


keep 


[16 ] 
keep them from the puniſhments of them. 
How often have Rm and contending 
Adverſaries forgot their Malice in his pre- 
ſence, and been aſhamd to proſecute 
their Neighbours before him, who always 
was fo kind to his? He was every way lo 
compleatly fitted for his Juſtitiary Jmploy- 
ment, by his Wiſdom, his Equity, and his 
Reputation, that there were few but were 
ready to ſtand to whatever he propos'd : 
They were fully poſlels'd with an admi- 
ration of his perſon, and his worth; they 
knew how inflexible he was in Honeſty 
and Truth, and repaird to him, rather as 
an Arbitrator, than as a Madgittrate; and 
accordingly he manag'd their Controver- 
fies, as a true Lover of his Countrey, and 
an equal Guardian of Peace and Concord ; 
he often ſerv'd the true ends of Government 
more by adviſing as a Friend, than by 
giving out Orders as a Juſtice, and com- 
pos'd more Differences by the good hu- 
mour of a Gentleman, - than by the. feve- 


rity of a Magiltrate. 
You | 
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You can witneſs how he ſpent his time 
and his Eſtate continually in the Coun- 
trey, and ſcarce ever went to- London, bur 
to attend in the Parliaments, and there to 
promote your Intereſt; how he preferr'd his 
Habitation here, before all the Splendor 
and Diverſions of the City ; and how he 
valued the plain and downright Aﬀection 
of honeſt and induſtrious Farmers, before 
the fineſt Profeſſions of Flattery and Courrt- 
ſhip ; you cannor bur remember with what 
chearfulneſs of Looks, and heartinels of Lan- 
guage, he receiv d youto his Table, which 
you always found loaded with ſuch ſub- 
{tantial Provitions, as having ſerv'd the 
Parlour, afterwards feaſted the Hall, and 
plentifully reliev'd the Poor at his Gates. 
When his Houſe was fll'd ( as it often 
was ) with promiſcuous Guelts, how ob- 
ligingly would he accommodate himſelf 
to Perlons of all deorees and ranks; ſalute 
the Gentry with compleat Addrels; give. 
ſuch reſpect unto the Clergy, as ſhould in- 
vite others to pay the ſame; talk friend! 
and facetiouſly with the middle fort of Peo- 
D ple, 
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ple, kindly and affably with the Loweft : 
Nay, he would oftentimes give Life and 
Countenance to the meaneſt Gueſts, by par: 
ricular Applications, and the repeated Te- 
ſtimonies of their Welcome. | 
Thoſe who were his Tenants, can witneſs 
how far he was from being a hard Landlord, 
or requiring more than his Ground would 
yield; how favourably he conſider d all 
Caſualties, how defirous he was of their 
honeſt Profit, what Pleaſure he took in 
ſeeing them proſper and thrive! ſo that 
we may be aſlur'd, that his Land will never 
cry agamſt him, nor the Furrows thereof com- 
lam. 
, His Servants know what a gracious Ma- 


. ſter they have loſt, in whole Service they 


found no harſhneſs of Commands, and no 
Indulgence unto Vice: To retain unto him, 
was not Licentiouſneſs, but Diſcipline and 
good Manners ; neither was it Slavery, but 
Preferment; and accordingly they per- 
form'd their Duty more from Love, than 
from Fear. 


Some 


[19] 


Some he educated and provided for, 
with the tenderneſs of a Father , ſome he 
apprentis'd out to profitable and honeſt 
Callings ; he rewarded all that any ways 
deſerv'd, and there were few bur did de- 
ſerve ; for he took care to inſtill both Civi- 
licy and Religion into them, and tolet them 
know, that he was moſt offended, when 
they neglected their Duty to God : He ne- 
ver affected much Appearance or Splendor 
in his Retinze; but the only Pomp in which 
he ſeem'd to be moſt delighred, was in 
walking conſtantly to the Houſe of God, 
\ before a numerous and well-order'd Fa- 
muly. 

And now,Beloved,you may think perhaps 
that I have finiſh'd his Character by theſe 
ſeveral Appeals, which 1 have made to 
thoſe who fully underftood his multiply'd 
Worth; but yet there are greater things 
behind for my ſelf ro witneſs, which will 
ſhew him to have been a devout Worſhipper 
of God ; and that thele ſundry Inſtances of 
his Integrity, Righteouſneſs, and Truth, which 
I have already given,. were but either ſo 

D 2 many 
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many preparatory Qualifications to, or de- 
monſtrative Evidences of, the Reality of his 
Devotions : For mba: forge Degree of 
theſe, Men are nor fic for the folemn Wor- 

ſhip of God ; and without an Improvement 
in thele, Hoke Worſhip is but Mockery and 
Prophaneneſs: To be Honeſt, Juſt, and 
Faithful, or, what is all one, ro be without 
Guile, 1s perhaps the ſafe eſt De Ja iption of a 
oood | Chriſtian, that the New Teſtament 
affords us; our Saviour gave It of Natha- 
niel, when he call'd him. an Tſraelite indeed, 
Job 1. 47. Nay, itis given of our blefled 
Saviour himſelf, 1 Pet. 2. 22.. Who did;no 
Sm, neither was Guib found 1 ph Mouth, | 
And. Rev. 14. 5- it is there affirm'd of thoſe 
who are ceprelenred as: the higheſt Order 
of Saints in the Reſurrection, het as thee 
Mouth. was found no. Guile. Without this 
{ure and ſtanding Evidence of the Simplicity 
of the Heart, we may be at ſtrange Uncer- 
tainties about our judging and defining 
what 1s true Religion and Yer tue; for Ex: 
perience has aflur' d us, that Men may have 


luch odd Apprehenfions of the Divmiy 
they 
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they worſhip, as may root our all their 
Remains of Moral Honeſty ; and things may 
arrive to that deſperate Paſs, that ſome 
Mens Pty {hall be nothing but an Extaſie 
about God, and the Ranckneſs of Self-love 
under the ſacred name of Zeal. 

Having, therefore, atreſted the Integrity, 
Righteouſneſs, and Truth of this Great Ex- 
emplar before us, and finding him ſo well 

ualityd, according to the Method of the 
P/almiſt, to be a Wor ſhipper of God, 1 ſhall 
in the. 

Second place conſider how he behay'd 
himſelf in char ſpiritual Priviledge and 
Station. oY 

He was admirably composd by the 


. © g : 
 fncerity of his Temper, and the ſerwuſneſs 


of his Aﬀections, for the ſolemn Worſhip of 
God; he leem'd to me to have an extra- 
ordinary ſenſe of the Majeſty of God up- 
on his Mind, a deep and unaffected Hu- 
mility in all his Thoughts, and religious 
Actions; and ſych a gratetul Experience of 
the Mercies of God, as was always read 


to overflow into Praiſes and Thankſgivings. 
And 
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And this Reverential Habit of his Soul, be- 
ing a due mixture of Fear, and Love, and 
holy Admiration, was owing, next to the 
Grace of God, to thar ftri&t, and truly 
Chriſtian Education, which he receiv'd from 
the Care of his wiſe and vertuous Parents ; 
for it was then, that he imbib'd thoſe 
early and laſting Impreſſions of the Aweful- 
neſs of Religion, which he kept inviolate in 
the Univerſity, and in the Countrey, which 
he carried with him from his Youth to 
his Grave, through all the Fpocrifie of the 
Ulſurpation, and through all the Prophane- 
neſs ſince. Nothing was more odious to 
him, than ſporting with ſacred Things ; 
not, thathe wanted a Talent to have tur: 
niſh'd out the Wir, but he had a devout 
Nature that abhorr'd the Crime. No Man 
was more facetious than he, when it was 
ſecaſonable and innocent, but then God and 
and the holy Scriptures were never any of 
his Subjects : He was never known to uſe 
any manner of Jeſting to rhe Prejudice or 
Reproach of his Neighbour, and we may 
be {ure he was much more tender of the Ho- 
nour of his God. He 


[ 23 ] 


He was fo far from entertaining any pee- 
viſh Exceptions againſt the excellent Liturgy 
of our Church, that he could never ſufficient- 
ly admire the Parity, the Spirit, the Foli- 
neſs, the Divine Plainneſs, and the compre- 
henſive Wiſdom of our publick Prayers: He 
frequented them, and lov'd them, becauſe 
he truly reliſhd them ; he truly reliſh'd 
them, becauſe he came prepar'd unto 
them, by the private Devotions of his Clo- 
ſer, which he likewiſe ſuſtain'd and che- 
riſh'd by his duly reading, and meditating 
on the appointed Pſalms and Chapters for 
every Morning and Evening throughout 
the Year. 

His grave and examplary Behaviour in 
this place, always ſhew d what an intire 
Aﬀection he bare to the whole Service of 
the Church ; for by his humble Geſtures, 
his devout and audible Reſponſes, and his 
exact Conformity to all the outward De- 
cency preſcrib'd, he was,” in a manner, a !:- 
ving Rubrick to the . whole Congregarion ; 
and by his continual and hearty mens to 
every 
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every Prayer, he animated the Devotions of 
all that were preſent 

He was not one who expected Curioſities 
from the Pulpir, or that the common Chri- 
ſtians, or thole of an ordinary Underſtand- 
ding ſhould be neglected, to ſupply Dain- 
ties for his Ear : For though he was a Judge 
of the Purity of Eloquence, the choice- 
neſs of Expreſſion, the clearnels of Me- 
thod, the ſtrength of an Argument, the 
depth of found Divinity, and the height 
of an affectionate Piety ; yet he was a Fa- 
vourer of the plaineſt, and moſt inartif- 
cial Inſtructions: Nay, he did not diſdain 
( as many Great Perſons do ) to be a con- 
ſtant Auditor of the repeated Rudiments 
of Chriſtianity, and the moſt familiar Ca- 
techizins of the Children; for he well 
knew, that thoſe Fundamental Articles were 
the important "Truths on which our Sal- 
vation does depend ; and that however a 
ſufficient Knowledge of them, may be ſoon 
acquird, even by the meaneſt, humble, 
and willing Diſciple of Chritt, yet they 
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contain'd ſuch boundleſs Treaſures of Di- 
vine Senſe and Meaning, as might exerciſe 
the vaſteſt parts, and continually inrich che 
moſt improved Mind. 

He was a ſtrict Obſerver of the Lent for 
three days in a Week : He conſtantly re- 
ceiv'd the Holy Sacrament at the three great 
Feſtivals of the Year, and ſometimes oft- 
ner ; and before every receiving, he uſual- 
ly injoyn'd himſelf three or four days of 

rifÞ Preparation, and lometimes more. 

The laſt Sacrament I gave him, which 
was on Chriſtmas-day in his Chamber, ir 
was ſome {cruple upon him, that he had 
not prepar'd himlelt more ſolemnly, accord- 
ing to his wonted Method : But when I 
told him, that I did not doubr, but his 
extream Pains, and his commendable Pa- 
tience under them, had ſupply'd the De- 
ſign of his former Self-denial, and had 
wrought him into an humble and heavenly 
Temper; He reſfign'd himſelf ro my Inti- 
mations, and receiv'd his Praticum, his ſpi- | 
ritual Strength, upon His weak and trem- 
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bling Knees. During all His Winefs, till he 
kept his Bed, he would not hearken to 
thoſe that propos d ro him any other Poſture 
in his Prayers; and inthe latter part of his 
Weakneſs, he was pray'd for in many of 
the neighbouring Churches, in the Cathe- 
dral of Wincheſter, and in the Chappel of 
his Diocelan. ; 
Thus he was a true Son of the Church 
of Enzland, tollow'd all Her Rites and U- 
ſages, pay'd a ſtrict Obedience to all Her 
Directions; mourn d when ſhe ſufter'd , 
rejoyc'd when ſhe flouriſh'd, pray'd fervent- 
ly, and acted vigorouſly for Her Proſpe- 
rity, cheriſhd, reſpe&ted, reverenc'd all 
Orders of Men within Her ; was intimate 
with a long Succeſſion of Her moſt eminent 
Prelates and Paſtors ; was greatly honour'd, 
and intirely lov'd by moſt of the Reve- 
rend Fathers that now adorn her, and 
protect her, by their Learning, their Pru- 
dence, their Fortitude, and their Prety. He 
was ſo well grounded a Member of the 
Church of England, thac I am fully per- 
{waded, - 
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ſwaded, no Art or Cunning, no Allure- 
ments, no Terrors, no Los. could e- 

ver have mov d him from the two main 

Pillars of his conſtant Profeſſion and Pra- 

frice, viz. his Duty to the Church, and his 
Loyalty to the Kmz; but upon all Oc- 

caſions, as formerly , ſo {bll, he would 
have bravely {erv'd his Prins to the ut- 

moſt Extent of what is lawful ; and had 
there been more than this requir'd, he 
would have humbly and mildly ſuffered 
for the Teſtimony of a good Conſci- 
EnCce. 

After a continued Enjoyment of his 
Health for threeſcore and four years, 
God was pleaſed to exerciſe him with a 
ſevere Sickneſs, above . two years fince ; 
from which in ſore time he recovered, 
though perhaps never to the Strength and 
Conliſtency of his former State, yet to a 
oreater Watchttlneſs over all El Actions, 
and I am pertw raded, to a much further 
Advancement in his {piritual and ever- 
laſting Afﬀairs. | 

E 3 About 


About four Months ſince, he was ſur- 
riked with an unuſual Swellng in the 
Neck, which at firſt was not apprehend. 
ed to be of much Conſequence ; bur the 
extraordinary Concern of his moſt Afe- 
fronate Lady, would not permit her to 


entertain the like "Thoughts ; ſhe was reſt- 


leſs between Love and Care, and her 
Breaſt was filled with melancholy and 
aloding Fears; the longer it continued , 
the more confhrm'd {he was, that there 
was {till fome lurking Maligntty in it, not 
yet diſcovered ; and the Event ſhew'd, 
that ſhe was not miſtaken ; for after 
moſt acute and lingring Pains, through 
the pungency of the Humour inclosd , 
and the Cauſticks that were apply'd, ( all 
which he underwent with wonderful Pa- 
tience and Reſignation, never murmuring 
or repining, but often- lifring up his 
Hands and Eyes in ſilent Prayer ) it 
came at laſt to a cancerous Ulcer, through 
which the whole ſubſtance of his Body 
was drein'd , notwithſtanding all the Afſt- 


{tance 


[. 29 ] 
ſtance of able Phyſicians,all the Skill and Ac” 
curacy of Expert Surgeons. But though 
he gradually decayed, and was by many 
given over, yet ſtill no poſſible means 
were left unattempted ( through the un- 
wearied Induſtry and Sollicirude, the wile, 
the tender, and the honourable Care of 
' his afflifted and forrowful Lady ) either 
for his preſent Eaſe and Support, or for 
his future Recovery ; nothing was left un- 
attempted, till the Evening before he died ; 
. and then, having a clear Proſpef# of his 
approaching End, he told thoſe abour 
him, that he would rake nothing more, 
rook his laſt Farewel of his Dear Wie, 
prayed God to bleſs her, and compos d 
himſelf for another Lite; and the next 
| day, being Sunday, between four and hve 
in the Afternoon, without any Convul- 
ſions, or any Pangs of Death, he calmly 
reſign'd his Breath, and fell afleep in 
the Lord. And this he did in the midſt 
of the Commendatory Prayers and Ejaculations 
of thole who were about him, joyn- 
ing 
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ing with his own Miniſter then preſent , 
who, notwithſtanding his unſought-for A- 
vocation, had the Opportunity of attend- 
ing his noble and beloved Patron, the latt 
fix Weeks of his Illneſs ; paſſionately inter- 
ceding for the acceptance of his Faith and 
Repentance, through the alone Merits of 
Chriſt our Saviour ; and at the Point of 
his Departure, humbly prelenting his Spirit 
unto God. | 

II. And now laſtly, what remains, but 
to comfort one another, that through the 
Mercies and Forgiveneſles of our moſt 
Gracious God ( who delights to magnifie 
himſelf in the Salvation of Mankind ) our 
Noble Friend , and Deareſt Brother, is now 
in the Poſſeſſion of that State of Happineſs, 
which the Souls of humble Penttents receive 
after this Life ; that He is now joyning in 
the Hallilujahs of that Church , which is 
leared above all the Storms and Confuſions 
of this World ; where Truth and Holmeſs 
have no Diſguiſes, and where Religion rai- 
ies no Contentions, but thoſe of Praiſe and 
Love. 
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Love. There let us leave his Soul at reſt, 
and commit his Body to the Earth, till 
the Reſurrection of the Juſt; and in the 
mean time, whilſt we have Health and Op- 
portunity, let Us allo endeavour to be emi- 
nent in Integrity, Righteouſneſs, and Fidelity, in 
ſpeaking of the Truth, and in doing good ; 
let us maintain the ſame Loyalty that he 
practiſed , pay our conſtant Attendance 
on the ſame publick Worſhip that he tre- 
quented, and die in the ſame Faith, in which 
he died: Then we allo ſhall one day reſt 
with him upon the ſame Spiritual Sion, the 
holy Mount of God. 

Which God of his mfmite Mercy grant, through 
the alone Merits of Chriſt Jeſus. Amen. 
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Here are Five Sermons and Two 
Diſcourſes by the ſame Author , 
printed for William Crooke. 


